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Questions & Answers

Do You Have Any Questions About Any Aspect of ADC Work? 
Ask Our Team of Experts!

Q: What sizes of ladders do you find 
most useful for Wildlife Control 
Work? S.J., MA

A: When dealing with ladders, the 
first step (no pun intended) should 
be to take a ladder safety training 
course. These courses are generally 
produced by the ladder manufac-
tures and give a good oversight on 
not only ladder safety and handling, 
but show how many different types 
of ladders are available. 
	 Before choosing any ladder for 
your business, review the types of 
services you will be offering and 
whether a ladder is required for ei-
ther performing the work, gaining 
access to the area the work is to be 
done, and what heights the work 
would be performed at.
	 In the majority of cases, most 
WCOs will need either two or three 
different sizes and/or styles of lad-
ders. These include stepladders for 
use inside of structures and exten-
sion ladders for working on the out-
side or providing access to work ar-
eas. Just as there is no “silver bullet” 
for wildlife control work, there is 
no “on ladder does everything” for 
most operators.
	 Generally, I recommend a ve-
hicle carry three Type 1A ladders on 
a constant basis. These are a multi-

position ladder that is at least 17 
feet when fully extended, a 24 foot 
fiberglass extension ladder, and a 32 
foot aluminum extension ladder. 
These three ladders will handle over 
90% of all cases a WCO encoun-
ters.
	 The multi-position ladder gives 
the operator the flexibility to use 
it as a 4 foot to 7 foot step ladder, 
an extension ladder that can reach 
from 9 feet to 15, scaffolding height 
of 3 feet and workbench height of 4 
feet. These ladders are easy to carry 
inside of structures and most have 
the ability to be used in over 20 dif-
ferent combinations. 
	 The 24 foot fiberglass extension 
ladder will cover all one story struc-
tures and several one and a half sto-
ry structures. Since it is fiberglass, 
it can be used closer to power lines 
than an aluminum ladder. If you 
get one that has a working platform 
with a V notch, it can even be used 
on corners.
	 The 32 foot aluminum ladder is 
perfect for second story roof lines, 
gutters, and roof access. Since it is 
lighter than a fiberglass ladder, it 
doesn’t wear you down as much on 
those long days when a lot of ladder 
work is required.
	 Shorter and lighter models are 
available but in my experience, these 

three ladders give you the most op-
tions as they all support payloads of 
300 pounds and still allow for the 
OSHA rule of three rungs above the 
roof line when using them to access 
roofs.

Q: How do you guarantee a roof 
won’t leak after attaching a trap to 
it? C.H., TN

A: The only true way to guarantee 
a roof won’t leak is to not put any 
nails or screws into it when attach-
ing a trap. Look at other methods of 
securing the trap such as wiring it 
to gutter spikes or using special trap 
holders that don’t puncture the roof. 
If this isn’t possible, try this method 
when working on asphalt roofs.
	 Find the shingle tabs that are 
two shingles above where the trap 
will be set. Break the seal on one of 
the tabs with a putty knife or screw-
driver. Gently lift the tab so it isn’t 
broken or torn and drive a 2 1/2 
inch 16d nail three fourths of the 
way in as close to the base of the tab 
as possible. This will leave the tab 
slightly raised that could be dam-
aged when done correctly, which is 
why you are two shingles above the 
top of the trap. Wrap 14 gauge wire 
tightly around the nail and back on 
itself to create a hanger and then tie 
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the wire on the trap to keep it from 
coming off the roof. If you need to 
replace the trap, untie the wire that 
is holding it on the roof and tie a 
new trap in place. When the job is 
finished, untie the wire from the nail 
and finish driving it in. Apply roof-
ing adhesive to the shingle tab and 
press back in place.
	 When working on asphalt roofs, 
a nail or screw that has pierced the 
shingle should not be removed if 
possible. Rather it should remain 
in the hole and be driven flush with 
the shingle it is going through. If the 
top of the shingle has already been 
pierced by nails or screws or the 
nail used to hold the trap in place 
is less than three inches from the lip 
of the shingle, the shingle should 
be replaced. When that is not pos-
sible, choose a color of trim coil that 
is close to the color of the shingles 
and cut a piece that is half an inch 
smaller than the shingle tab on the 
sides and bottom.
	 Again, carefully break the bead 
 

on the tab with a putty knife or 
screwdriver. Run a bead of roofing 
sealant on the bottom (white) out-
side edges of the trim coil and in-
stall it (color side up) over the nail 

or hole. Apply more sealant to the 
top of the trim coil and press the tab 
down to seal it in place. ■
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Spend Six Intense Days and Nights with the “Best in the Business” doing real “on-the-
line” instruction.Work with trappers such as Ron Leggett, Gary Jepson, Pete Askins, and

more!

Some of the topics covered include:
Professional Techniques  Bait/Lure Application and Use  Public
Relations and Trapping  Furbearer Management  Trap and Snare Placement in detail
 New Trap Types and Techniques   Avoiding non-Targets  Fur-Skinning, Handling,
Grading and Marketing  Wildlife Diseases and Human Risk  Trap Modification and
Repair  Building Snares  Water and Dry Land Methods  Planning and Time Man-
agement  Record Keeping and Taxes  Wildlife Biology--Behavior and Habits  Tips,
Techniques, and Suggestions from the Masters of the Art of Trapping.
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What Comes With The College?
70 Contact Hours Certificate of Completion, Purdue Univ.
Several Textbooks and Printed Materials on Trapping
FTA Certificate, Rating, Graduate Patch
Lure Samples, Room & Board at YMCA Camp
Potawotami in North Eastern Indiana
Dialog with today and tommorrow’s leaders in trapping!

For Registration & Information Contact: Gene Beeber, 7701 Chet Lane Louisville KY 40214
Phone: 502-366-7216 email:dmoberley@aol.com

September 9th-15th 2012
Total Costs: $1095.00
Includes Tuition,
Materials,
Room & Board
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Multi-Use Professional Wildlife Exclusion 
Systems Bring Value & Profit to Every Job

VALUABLE TOOLS FOR THE 
PROFESSIONAL NWCO

VALUABLE TOOLS FOR THE 
PROFESSIONAL NWCO

VALUABLE TOOLS FOR THE 
PROFESSIONAL NWCO

www.batcone.comwww.batcone.com
PRO-CONE® Corner, PRO-CONE® Round and 

PRO-CONE® Square.
Designed to remove multiple species: bats, sparrows, 
starlings, red squirrels, flying squirrels, rats and mice!

• Save Time & Money • Look Professional • Minimal Investment 
• Fast, Easy Installation • Humane • No Traps to Check • Re-usable

Our Exclusion Products are made in the U.S.A.
For inquiries about BATCONE® and PRO-CONE® please call 888-RID-BATS.
Available from these fine distributors:
www.WildlifeControlSupplies.com; 877-684-7262
www.birdbarrier.com; 800-503-5444
www.residex.com; 800-526-4222
www.gardexinc.com; 800-561-7302
www.nixalite.com; 800-624-1189
www.livetrap.com; 800-272-8727
www.discountwildlifesupplies.com; 800-451-6544
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