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Pro Line Boot Sale!
Rubber Hip Boots ................ $51.95
Canvas 3-Ply Hip Boots  ..... $59.95 
Canvas 3 Ply Waders .......... $69.95 
Neoprene Ins. Waders ......... $97.95 
3 Ply Nylon Stretch
              Waders 3112-T  .... $83.95 
Rubber Green Knee Boots  .. $49.95 
Snake Proof Boots  ............. $99.95

Bridger Coil Spring Traps
1.65 Coil Traps 5 3/8” ......... $95.00
1.65 Coil OS Trap 5 3/8” ..... $97.00
2 Coil Trap 5 7/8” .............. $126.00
2 Coil OS Trap 5 7/8” ........ $127.00
3 Coil Trap 6.5” ................. $148.00
3 Coil OS Trap 6.5” ........... $149.00
3 Dogless OS 6.5”............. $164.00
5 Coil 4 X 4 Trap 7.5” ........ $264.00
5 Coil 4 X 4 OS Trap 7.5” .. $294.00
MB Brand Coil Spring Traps
MB-550-RC OS 2C  .......... $204.00
MB-550 Closed Jaw 2C  ... $203.00
MB-650 OS  ...................... $209.00
Bridger T3 Dog
               Proof Trap ...$139.00
Duke Longspring Traps
#0 Single Spring 3-1/2” ...... $62.25
#1 Single Spring 4”............. $67.25
#1 Double Jaw 4” ................ $71.25
#1 Muskrat Guard ............... $84.25
#11 Double Spring .............. $76.25
#11 Double Spring Dbl Jaw $82.25

Traps by the Dozen Sale (1/2 Dozen Divide by 2)
Duke Coil Spring Traps
1 Coil Trap 4” ...................... $60.75
1.5 Coil Trap 4.75” ..  Special $59.18
1 3/4 Coil Trap 5.25” ........... $84.75
1 3/4 Coil OS Trap 5.25” ..... $87.75
1 3/4 Coil 4 x 4 Trap 5.25” $105.75
1 3/4 Coil OS 4 x 4 T 5.25” $107.75
2 Coil Spring Trap 5.5” ....... $89.75
2 Coil Spring OS Trap 5.5” .. $96.75
3 Coil Spring Trap 6” ........ $117.75
3 Coil OS Spring Trap 6” ... $122.75
3 Coil Rubber Jaw Trap 6” . $139.75
4 Coil Trap 4 X 4 6.5” ........ $140.75
4 Coil OS Trap 4 X 4 6.5” .. $142.75
Duke Body Grip Traps
110 Body Grip Trap 4 X 4 .... $37.50
120 Body Grip Trap 4 X 4 .... $68.58
155 Body Grip Trap 5X5 ...... $76.29
160 Body Grip Trap 6 X 6 .... $83.95
220 Body Grip Trap 7 X 7 .. $104.95
280 Body Grip Trap 8 X 8 .. $144.95
330 Body Grip 10 X 9........ $176.95
Duke HD Wire Stretchers
#1 Muskrat $15.95/6 or $28.95 Dz
#4 Coon & Fox $32.50/6 or $58.95 Dz
#5 Coon & Fox $35.85/6 or $65.95 Dz
#6 Coyote/Cat $46.00/6 or $80.45 Dz
Duke Cage Traps-Most Affordable
Duke HD Cage Trap 1109  ....$29.56
Duke HD Cage Trap 1112  ....$52.69
Duke HD Cage Trap 1114  ....$72.78

Pack Baskets with Harness
 -Hardwood Veneer 20” ...$52.95
 -Hardwood Veneer 24” ...$67.95
 -18” Fiberglass Basket with Lure 
   Compartment Only .......$74.95
25 Write-Your-Own Trap Tags $2.25

Trap Dyes & Waxes
Andy Stoes Speed Dip Qt ......... $10.95
White Trap Wax 1 lb. .................. $3.25
White Trap Wax 5 lb. ................ $14.95
Red Logwood Trap Dye 1 lb. ...... $3.85
Red Logwood Trap Dye 5 lb. .... $18.25
Dakota Line Trap/Snare dip ..$11.95/qt

Trapping Accessories
D Grip Handle Trowel 26” $12.75
Standard 26” Trowel $8.75
Trap Pro Hammer 4 1/2 lbs $17.75 • Dirt Sifter Metal $9.75
MB Crunch Proof Swivels • S Hook & Rivet Tool $10.95
$6.75 Dozen or 100 Pack $45.95

Each: $13.85
October 
Special: 

1 Dozen for 
ONLY $125

Tomahawk 
& Safeguard 
Live Traps
Made in the 
USA

NEW
Caribou 
Knives
Made in 
Canada

WCP Wolf-Fang Earth Anchor Ends 
Only $4.95 Dozen or 
$38.95 Per Hundred
 Wolf Fang 15X3/32”” Cable Attached ........$12.95
 Wolf Fang 18”X3/32” Cable Attached ........$14.95

 “New” WCP Diablo Dog Proof Trap
$9.95 each and $55.00 for a 6pack

Only $99.99DZ Features Clean Out Door
Holds the Meanest and Biggest Raccoons 

Coon Collectors Dog Proof Traps
Made in the USA.
Easiest DP to set.
Only $145.00 per dozen
$75.00 6 pack • $13.95 Each

See website for complete list-
ing of trap setting tools.

Berkshire Stakes
   Standard 15-inch Stakes 1 Dozen: $10.95
   5 Dozen Standard 15-inch Stakes: $49.00
   Heavy Duty 15-inch Stakes 1 Dozen: $14.95
   Soft Ground 30-inch cable Stakes 1 Doz.: $20.95
   Berkshire Driver: $5.99.
   Standard Ends - ea $.49 - 100pk: $33.95
   Heavy Duty Ends ea $0.63 - 100pk: $47.95
   Soft Ground Ends ea $0.82 - 100pk: $66.95    Coon Dagger Dog Proof

           Coon Traps
Ea $14.59 - 6 Pack $83.95

1 Dozen $159.95

Soup Can DP Coon Trap-NEW!
Fits in any soup can with a 3” 
opening (not included). Ea $13.75
6 Pack  $82.50; 1 Dozen $165.00 

Current
Trap Special

Duke DP 
Coon Traps

Every Day 
Special

Duke 1-1/2
1 dozen 
$59.18

Wiebe Knives
Beaver Knife $10.95

Triangular Pelting Knife $9.95
Skinning Knife $9.95

Two Handled Fleshing Knife 
8” $14.95   - 12” 19.95

Fur Shed Supplies
Dexter Beaver Knife $12.99
Metal Tail Stripper $3.95
Sheffield Knife $134.95

Dixietan Paste $4.99
Hide & Fur Tanning Formula  $8.95

Mark Junes Lures & Baits 
 All 1oz lures $5.25 & 4oz $18.00.

Brown Sugar • Canine Candy • Cherry Red 
• Flattail Frenzy• Primetime Coon • Ridgerun-
ner Coon • Shellfire • Silent Stalker • Songdog 
Supreme. Also checkout Mark’s Books & DVD’s

“New” Raccoon DP Trap Bait Coon Chum 
- Shrimp, Crawfish, Lure Enhanced. 

Comes in a big 64oz Jug. Lure 
Enhanced Bait. Freeze Proof Bait. 

Great bait for longline trappers going 
after ringtails. $18.95 ea.

Hawbaker’s Lures, Baits, & Urine
All 1 oz. Hawbaker lures are $5.00 per bottle

              Lures 4oz. Bait Jar
Mink #1 Muskrat #1 Fox/Coyote Bait...$5.00
Mink #2 Muskrat #2 Raccoon Bait…$4.50
Big Three Beaver #1 
Coyote 200 Coyote 400 Pint Bottle
Fisher Marten Coyote Urine…..$8.00
Weasel Sure Catch Red Fox Urine…$8.00
Otter Raccoon Reddy Red……$10.00

“A long time Favorite of Trappers Nationwide”

Dobbins’ Legendary Lures 
(Available in Glass 1 oz  $5.50

& 4 oz. $18.00)
All Call • Backbreaker • Beaver 

Plus • Canine Select • Coon 
Candy • GL-40 • Mississippi 

Special • Muskrat #1
• Purrrfect • RDFX • Coyote #1 
• Old Grey Buzzard • Tri-Nitro

• Woodchipper
Complete Library of

Dobbin’s Books & DVDs

AuSable® Brand
Meat Fed Fresh
Quality Animal Urine
Animal Pint Quart 1/2 Gal Gallon
Red Fox  $5.50  $9.50 $14.00 $25.00 
Coyote $6.00  $10.00  $16.00  $27.00 
Gray Fox $6.50  $11.00 $17.00  $29.00 
Mink $6.50  $11.00  $17.00  $29.00 
Raccoon $6.00  $10.00  $16.00  $27.00 
Bobcat $8.00  $15.00  $22.00  $39.00

Necker Fleshing Knife $61.95
Skinning Apron $9.98

Fur Comb $8.95
Push Pins Box 1/2” $5.95

Tail Zipper $3.95

Hardwood
Fleshing Beams
6X60  #1 $39.00

Fiberglass Flesh-
ing Beam System 

$105.00

Skinning and 
Fur Handling 
DVD with
John Chagnon 
& Dave Cronk

$29.95

                  Ztrap Dog Proof Trap
$12.95each and $72.95 for a 6 pack
$135 Dozen. VERY Strong Springs

Also Available in Camo & White Colors 

See Website for full line of Bridger, 
Duke, KB, MB, SCM & WCP traps.

Legendary Rickard Products
-Yellow Wax $3.75/lb; $15.95/5lbs
-Powder Logwood Dye $5.39
-Liquid Logwood Dye $3.90
-Antifreeze 16oz. $2.95
Rickard’s Lures, Baits & Urines also available.

Milligan Brand
Lures & Baits 

1 oz. $5.50     4 oz. $18.00
Big Cheese • 200 Proof LDC

Blue River • Big Time
Coon Creek • Gila Bobcat

Hen’s Revenge • Pecos Gray
Toas Beaver • Steppenwolfe

 CatManDo • Tutti Fruitti
Predatory Bait Pint $12.00

Duke 220
1 Dozen 
$93.95

 & Get 2 Free 
AuSable® 

Scented Glow 
Crawdad DP 

Covers!

Protect bait 
inside most 
DPs from 
rodents & 
weather. 
Attracts 

raccons w/
sight & smell. 
Scented with 
crawfish oil & 
glows in dark.
AuSable® Scented Glow 

Crawdad DP Covers

$12.95/dozen

PcsOutdOOrs.cOm
Current 

Trap Special

Duke 220
1 Dozen 
$93.95

Every Day 
Special

Duke 1-1/2
1 dozen 
$59.18

http://www.pcsoutdoors.com
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Call  800-272-8727 | Online: www.livetrap.com

• Made from high tensile, heavy gauge wire mesh.

•  Galvanized wire for higher corrosion resistance 
resulting in 3x longer life.

•  Trap frame and doors contain 25% more  
reinforcing rods.

•  Trap frame consists entirely of ½” x 1” spacing. 
Which adds strength, protects bait area, and  
prevents animal damage to surrounding area.

•  More O-Ring supports securing trigger rod an 
preventing animal damage.

•  Reinforced rear release door with secure locking 
device. Allows for safe release and easy baiting, 
yet strong and escape proof.

•  “Sure-Fire” trip mechanism with brass roller system 
assures nearly 100% capture rate.

Heavy Duty 
Traps for
Heavy Duty  
Jobs.

Tomahawk Professional  
Series Traps

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL

SERIESSERIESSERIES

www.facebook.com/WCTGroupInc
http://www.livetrap.com
http://livetrap.com
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From the editor

ERIC ARNOLD, EDITOR
P.O. Box 357 n Sharon Center, OH 44272

It’s almost hard to believe but 
another year has past us by. I’d 
like to thank everyone for their 

support over their last year and I 
look forward to the coming year. 
Make sure to check your subscrip-
tion expiration date on the mailing 
label. We’ve got some great infor-
mation and comments planned for 
2015 that you’ll not want to miss. 
 The expiration date can be 
found to the right of your custom-
er ID number. The ID number in-
cludes several letters from your 
last and first name or company 
name along with your zip code. To 
the right of that you’ll see a month 

and year, that’s the expiration 
date.  
 Also, be sure to check out the 
Calendar of Events as we’ve got 
some interesting trainings and 
seminars scheduled for 2015. 
Currently, there are three new 
WCT training events scheduled 
for 2015. We have the Introduc-
tion to Wildlife Control workshop 
in April, a Using Air Rifles for 
Wildlife Control event tentatively 
scheduled for July and a Bat Man-
agement Shortcourse, which is a 
scaled down version of the Bat 
Management Workshop, in Sep-
tember. And don’t forget about the 

meetings and training events of-
fered by the WCT State Partners 
either.
 As usual with my “end/begin-
ning of year” editorials, I’m going 
to again ask for article submis-
sions by the readers. I’ve included 
the 2015 writer guidelines as they 
contain answers to the most com-
monly asked questions I get with 
submissions.
 I cannot stress enough how 
important it is to receive submis-
sions from the readers. Last is-
sue, I discussed some new col-

a new year

 Continued on page 7

http://www.wctmagazine.com
http://www.wctmagazine.com
http://www.trapsmart.com
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Digital Back Issues of
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are now available
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wctmagazine.com/issues.htm

Disclaimer:  This publication (WCT Magazine) contains views, 
opinions and beliefs of the authors and does not represent the views, 
opinions or beliefs of WCT Group, Inc. or their affiliates. The reader 
acknowledges that any trapping and/or pesticide recommendations 
discussed are subject to change at any time, and may vary from 
state to state. 
 These recommendations are provided only as a guide. It is 
always the reader’s responsibility, by law, to read and follow all 
Federal, State, and local laws, as well as current label directions for 
any specific techniques, equipment, pesticides,and toxicants being 
used.
 Due to constantly changing codes, laws, labels, and product 
registration, some of the recommendations given in this publication 
may not be, or are no longer, legal for the reader by the time they 
are read. If any information in these recommendations violates the 
reader’s codes and laws, or if the reader, when using pesticides, 
disagrees with the publication, this publication’s recommendations 
must be disregarded.
 No endorsement is intended for any products/techniques 
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of these recommendations.
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 Continued from page 5

calendar oF eventS

Feb 3-5 SC - Wildlife Expo
 www.nwcoa.com

Mar 27-28 NY - 16th Annual Northeast Wildlife Mgmt Sem
  www.NYSWMA.org

Apr 18-19 SC - Introduction to Wildlife Control Workshop
 www.wctmagazine.com/training.htm

Jul 17-19 OH - (Tentative) Air Rifles for Wildlife Control
 www.wctmagazine.com/training.htm

Sep 25-27 OH - WCT Bat Management Short course
 www.wctmagazine.com/training.htm

We’re pleased to announce our partnership with 
RunPayroll - Online Payroll Service to offer the most 
cost effective payroll solution for small businesses.

ContaCt us today for more information and to find 
out how to take advantage a speCial payroll

enrollment offer at

330-590-0199
or email us at

info@rtsnfutures.com

alSo oFFering:

• QuickBooks Training

• Tax Consultation & Filing Services

Certified Public Accountant
QuickBooks Pro Diamond Adviser
Chartered Global Management Accountant

ProViDing sMall business
accounting serVices

since 2008

umns we’re hoping to start print-
ing but what’s more important is 
to keep the sharing of knowledge 
from one operator to another. No 
two operators do the same job the 
same way and having input from 
another operator, especially when 
things aren’t going right for that 
particular job, can really be a life-
saver.
 Since the winter months tend 
to be the slower time for our in-
dustry, now is the perfect time to 
start jotting down some notes and 
then working them into a story. 
Some tips that can help with this 
is to do a bit of brainstorming on 
what you’d like to cover and then 
creating a simple outline to help 
keep you on track.
 To do this, start jotting down 
thoughts on the subject you’d like 
to cover. At this point, all thoughts 
related to the topic are good so 
just write them down as you can 
“narrow” them down when making 
the outline. For the outline, look at 
what you’ve written down and or-
ganize them into steps or points of 
focus. Once that is done, all that is 
left is to discuss each of the steps 
or points of focus and you’ve got 
your article.
 Once the article is written, let 
it sit for a couple of days and then 
read it. This is generally the point 
where you’ll see if everything is 
making sense the way you want it 
to. Make any changes you feel are 
necessary and once again let it sit 
for a couple of days. When you 
get ready to send it in, reread the 
article one last to make any last 
minute changes and then submit 
it. That’s all there is to it.
 Now all that's left is to send it 
off to me along with any pictures 
and recommended captions. I’ll let 
you know when I get it and we’ll 
go from there. It really is that sim-
ple.  n

http://www.wctmagazine.com
http://www.wctmagazine.com
www.NYSWMA.org
www.wctmagazine.com/training.htm
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Who is the very first person 
that pops into your 
head when the topic of 

squirrels is discussed? For me, 
and I’m sure a lot of other people, 
it is Ron Jones of New Jersey. 
Now I know Ron is really good 
at everything he does, but when 
you hear Ron talk about squirrels, 

you’ve got to wonder if perhaps he 
wasn’t raised on black walnuts. If 
you have not had the chance to 
hear Ron talk about squirrels, the 
next time he is giving a seminar 
program, don’t miss it. 
 When the topic of urban 
coyotes comes up, there is really 
only one guy that stands out in my 

mind and that would be my very 
good friend Rob Erickson. Rob has 
probably printed more worthwhile 
literature, stories, and columns, 
on urban coyote trapping than 
anyone I know. He has provided 
information on how to take that pet 
killing coyote, right in the middle 
of a very populated area, and do 
it properly without hurting pets or 
other non-target animals. Although 
I can personally attest to the fact 
that he has hurt the feelings of 
HSUS and other protectionist 
organizations on numerous 
occasions, he and his methods 
have saved more small pets than 
any protectionist organization 
could ever hope to save! 
 I am about to step in to a very 
touchy subject, bats. So many of 
you, including the editor of this 
magazine, are very, very, good at 
bats! But it would only be fair if I 
mentioned the very first name that 
comes to my mind when bats are 
mentioned, and that would be Ron 
Scheller from Mount Olive, Illinois, 
if my memory serves me right. Ron 
is one of the premier bat guys. If 
he ever decided to hang it up, he 
could probably make a fortune just 
giving seminars on the subject. 
Some of his bat projects have 
been monumental and his safety 
precautions are terrific. Keep up 
the good work, Ron. You are an 
example to us all!
 Beaver is another species that I 
immediately connect to one name, 
Don LaFountain. I never gave 
much thought to all the different 

PAUL WINKELMANN
8041 West Mequon Rd. n Mequon, WI 53097

 around the cage traPS

SPecialiStS

“WE SENT FOR YOU BECAUSE WE OWE THE OTHER 
WILDLIFE CONTROL GUY A LOT OF MONEY”

www.facebook.com/WCTGroupInc
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traps used to catch beaver until I 
started to write this article. Then 
I started thinking about all the 
seminars and all the articles that 
Don has done in the last couple 
of decades. People in the ADC 
business of beaver removal use 
snares, footholds, Conibear style, 
Bailey style, and the latest ones, 
the Advanced Trap and Comstock 
beaver models. Don has discussed 
the pros and cons of every kind of 
beaver device that you can think 
of. I personally owe Don a debt of 
gratitude. Despite the fact that we 
have not had beaver in this part of 
the country before about twenty 
years ago, I’m proud to say that we 
have been quite successful in our 
removal jobs and have received 
referrals thanks in large part to 
Don LaFountain!
 Mention nearly any small 
backyard rodent and the guy that 
pops into nearly everyone’s mind, 
is Steve Albano from California. 
While Steve’s claim to fame is 
probably moles and gophers, he 
has studied a much larger variety 
of backyard rodents than most 
of us have ever seen. He has 
invented a mole and a gopher 
trap and is viewed as the leading 
expert in the field of “Pains in the 
Golf Course.” I’m not sure if you 
would exactly call Steve “lucky,” 
but he certainly has an incredible 
inventory of animals to work with. 
While our area has no moles or 
gophers, we try to make up for it 
with, sometimes, huge amounts 
of chipmunks, voles, and ground 
squirrels. If you think I’m kidding, 
think about this: there are 6 kinds 
of chipmunks, 6 kinds of pocket 
gophers, 11 kinds of ground 
squirrels, and 14 kinds of voles! 
And we haven’t even talked about 
native rats, mice, or prairie dogs. 
Have fun, Steve!
 Okay, bees and other stinging 
insects probably do belong to 
the pest control people. At least 
that’s what I thought until the first 

time that I couldn’t set a squirrel 
cage because of the tremendous 
horde of bees, wasps, or hornets. I 
really never noticed the difference, 
before getting into this business. 
They were all just “yellow jackets” 
to me. Then I started reading 
the posts by David McLeod, aka 
“warrior” on Trapperman and all of 
a sudden, a light went on. David 
is the first guy I think of when 
the subject of any stinging insect 
comes up. It was “warrior’s” posts 
that got me thinking if I’m already 
on the ladder and the stinging 
insects are driving me crazy, how 
much more are they bothering the 
customer. So, thanks to David, 
I got a license and now I can get 
paid for being stung!
 Here’s a unique topic, when 
you have one of those questions 
that you have never seen in print 
before, but it’s still driving you nuts, 
who do you ask? For the answers 
to your really tough questions my 
“Go to Guy” is Justin Stevenson 
from New Mexico. Justin has the 
experience and know-how to take 
one of those difficult questions, 
pull it apart, and hopefully give 
you the correct answer, even if it 
wasn’t the one you were looking 
for. He’s done this to me enough 
times that I’ve begun to get an 
inferiority complex. (Okay, not 
really, but Justin is probably the 
youngest guy in this article and 
that says a lot!) 
 By now, I’m sure that all of my 
avid readers are wondering if I 
am a specialist at anything. Well, 
I have good news for both of you, 
although entirely by accident, 
I suppose that I am actually a 
specialist in something but I have 
no idea of how to pass this wisdom 
on. I’m sure some of your have 
heard of blond raccoons, right? 
(No, I’m not talking about albino 
raccoons with pink eyes; although 
I have caught a couple with pink 
eyes.) Anyway, I may have caught 
more blond raccoons than anyone 

else in the whole wide world. I have 
no idea why I have been lucky 
enough to catch over one hundred 
blond raccoons when so many 
people have never caught one! All 
I know is that my name may now 
become forever synonymous with 
the term “Dumb Blond”; Yipee!  n
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BILL CHRISTMAN
P.O. Box 428 n Smoline, IL 61266

 bill’S corner

JuSt another tool in the bag oF tricKS

In thinking about what I was go-
ing to write about in this month’s 
column, I couldn’t help myself 

but to talk about the new thermal 
vision scope I purchased recent-
ly. A lot of people would call the 
things that we use in our line of 
work tools, but you have to admit, 
we call some of these things toys! 
Yes, I know, it’s a piece of equip-
ment but boy is it fun to watch a 
coyote come stalking through the 
brush to a call and have no idea 
that I can see him very clearly! 
Day or night, foggy or rainy, hot or 
cold the scope works in all condi-
tions!
 I wanted to get one of these 
scopes for a very, very long time 
but, because of how expensive 
they are, I finally just purchased 
one recently. I can do my job with-
out it, but boy does it makes things 
a whole lot easier, especially call-
ing coyotes in at night time! There 
are red lights, regular lights, night 
vision scopes and then there’s 
thermal vision! To look through 
one of these scopes and see the 
different heat signatures from the 
ground, to the brush, to the trees, 
to the different animals that you 
can pick up out and about, this 

thing is fantastic! You have to just 
love technology sometimes!
 I had heard of the scopes for 
many years but a few years ago, 
at one of the seminars, I listened 
to one of the talks given by Rod 
Pinkston from Jager Pro. I’m sure 
most of you readers are familiar 
with Rod and his company in Co-
lumbus Georgia. Hog hunting is 
their specialty and thermal vision 
is a must. Although I don’t do any 
hog hunting at all in my area, in 
the last few years, more and more 
coyote removal projects for cities 
and private landowners are re-
quested. This is just another tool 
among many to make the job a 
little bit easier when going after 
the infamous coyote. No animal 
in the past 25 years has given me 
more of a challenge or cost more 
in training and equipment.
 At approximately eight thou-
sand dollars, I have to say it’s the 
single most expensive piece of 

equipment I have for coyotes. You 
can spend more or less depending 
upon a number of different specifi-
cations including, resolution, mag-
nification and an array of techni-
cal specifications that I’m not go-
ing to go in to for the purpose of 
this article. Very simply, I have 4x 
magnification, excellent resolution 
out to 600 yards, it’s waterproof, 
it’s quick connect and disconnect 
from a regular Picatinny rail and 
of course, I can video my hunts 
through the video output towards 
the bottom of the scope. It’s truly 
an awesome piece of hardware!
 You can buy the scopes from 
a number of different companies 
that offer different types of thermal 
imaging, but I went with the people 
at Jager Pro for a couple of rea-
sons. The first and most important 
reason is that they are colleagues 
and if I can do business with a col-

TTWS (Tactical Thermal Weapon Site)  Medium Series Scope

This coyote’s white hot body heat in-
stantly gives it away with the TTWS.  Continued on page 38
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Fur Takers of America

Trappers College 
September 13-19, 2015

If you have questions or
would like to begin the 

enrollment, contact

Gene Beeber
7701 Chet Lane 
Louisville, KY 40214 

(502) 366-7216
dmoberley@aol.com

The FTA Trapper’s Col-
lege is the only one of
its kind in the world.

The college provides six
days of in the field,
hands-on training

with some of the best
trappers in the world
serving as instructors.
The field experience is
backed up with class-
room instruction to

provide the most exten-
sive training for both

beginners and ex-
perts. Class placement is
based on your level of
experience and needs. 

Some of the topics covered include:
• Professional Trapping Techniques
• Bait/Lure Application & Use
• GPS technology
• Public Relations & Trapping
• Furbearer Management
• Trap & Snare Placement in detail
• Topographic Maps & GPS Technology
• New Trap Types & Techniques
• Trapline Troubleshooting
• Avoiding Non-Targets
• Skinning, Handling, Grading &

Marketing Fur
• Wildlife Diseases & Human Risks
• Trap Modification & Repair
• Building Snares
• Water & Dry Land Trapping
• Wildlife Biology: Behavior & Habits
• And More

Classes run from 7:30 a.m. to 10:00 p.m. daily.

Cost is $1250 which includes tuition, 
room, and meals. Travel costs to and
from the college is not included.
In addition to the extensive training

and experience of actually trapping
with the instructors looking over
your shoulder, you will receive

•a variety of books and trapping
related documents.

•Contact Hours/certificate, Purdue
University

•FTA diploma and rating
•Lure samples

Invest in your Future!

Col 2014 b_FTA Trappers College ad 2014  3/2/2014  5:51 PM  Page 1
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SERGE LARIVIERE
226 Bois-Joly, St-Apollinaire n Quebec, Canada, G0S 2E0

 SPecieS ProFile

northern leoPard Frog

The Northern leopard frog 
(Lithobates pipiens, former-
ly Rana pipiens) is the most 

common and most widely distrib-
uted among 14 species of leopard 
frogs currently distributed in North 
America, South America and Eu-
rope. All leopard frogs have the 
distinctive green or brown color-
ation with very well defined black 
spots - similar to the black spots 
of a leopard – hence their name. 
Northern leopard frogs are well 

known for their use in laborato-
ries – or for the exquisite taste of 
their leg meat that is often served 
in restaurants throughout North 
America. By far the best known 
frog in North America, the north-
ern leopard frog, it is also the 
most common and the most wide-
ly distributed in the United States 
and Canada.
 The northern leopard frog 
is fairly large in size, with adults 
reaching over 4 inches in length. 

The typical color of leopard frogs 
is green, but some frogs exhibit a 
brownish color with spots as well. 
There is a less common color vari-
ation known as “burnsi” – which is 
basically a green or brown color, 
but without spots on the back. 
Some “bursni” frogs have spots on 
their legs, other do not. When they 
occur, black spots are elongated 
somewhat, and occur on the back, 
sides and legs. Belly is paler in 
color, often almost white. Albino 
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frogs occur – but are very rare.
 Northern leopard frogs occu-
py wetlands of all kinds and sizes 
from small ponds to large lakes, 
slow-moving streams or rivers in 
forested, agricultural or even ur-
ban habitats. Usually, frogs fare 
better in wetlands with abundant 
shore vegetation, but the northern 
leopard frog can also occupy bar-
ren ponds such as those on golf 
courses or private lawns. 
 In the winter, northern leopard 
frogs hibernate buried in the mud 
at the bottom of ponds or lakes. 
The places where frogs hibernate 
may not be the same water bodies 
used for breeding, and some frogs 
may travel overland to reach de-
sired water bodies. They remain 
dormant all winter until ice melt 
and warmer waters return. Then 
the frogs resume their activity and 
begin breeding.
 Northern Leopard frogs breed 
in the spring, usually from March 
to June depending on latitude. 
Females lay eggs in the water, in 
clumps of upwards of 6000 eggs. 
Eggs hatch after 2-3 weeks, and 
tadpoles develop into frogs in 70-
110 days (2-4 months). Tadpoles 
are brown or gray, often with 
small black spots. Sexual maturi-
ty is reach after 2 years. The calls 
of adult male frogs resemble a 
snoring sound, and can be heard 
through spring and summer.
 Adult leopard frogs are vora-
cious predators, and will consume 
just about any living animal that 
crosses their path that they can 
subdue. Generally, frogs consume 
mostly crickets, worms, flies, 
other insects, but will not hesitate 
to capture and consume smal-
ler frogs, small snakes, mice and 
voles, and even small birds! Most 
of their prey are captured by sim-
ply sitting and waiting, jumping to 
capture the prey with their mouth 
when it comes in close proximity. 
Larger prey may be held partly in 
the mouth while digestion of the 

ingested part occurs.
 Because leopard frogs do not 
produce any noxious skin secre-
tions, they are prey for a wide ar-
ray of predators including shallow 
water predatory fish such as bass 
and northern pike, birds such as 
herons, snakes and turtles, as 
well as mammals such as rac-
coons, skunks, opossums, mink, 
and river otters. Humans also 
capture frogs for their meat (frog 
legs). Frogs typically evade cap-
ture and predation by long jumps 
on land and dives to deep water 
for safety. Predation aside, other 
causes of mortality include road 
kills or mortality from habitat de-
gradation (drought or acidic condi-
tions of water). Longevity in capti-
vity can exceed 8 years, but in the 
wild, probably seldom exceeds 
3-4 years.
 Once extremely abundant, 
populations of northern leopard 
frogs have declined since the 
1970s, and to-
day, many popu-
lations still have 
not recovered. 
U n d o u b t e d l y, 
destruction or 
drainage of wet-
lands remains 
a big issue, as 
is uncontrolled 
harvest in some 
areas.
 Frog prob-
lems are few 
and far between. 
Usually, frogs 
never reach a 
high enough 
abundance to 
be really prob-
lematic – and 
only in rare in-
stances will 
their presence 
be considered 
a nuisance. In 
some fish farms, 
golf courses, 

or agricultural operations that re-
quire large water basins and com-
plex irrigation networks, it is not 
the frogs, but the tadpoles that 
may become a problem. These 
tadpoles often end up swimming 
inside and getting caught in nar-
row water pipes, plugging entire 
watering systems and requiring 
expensive takedown operations 
to find the plugged outlet. In these 
cases, owners may not care about 
the frogs, but may not like seeing 
large tadpoles swimming in their 
ponds.
 One last point of importance: 
in some states and provinces, 
many frogs are protected or ben-
efit from a special conservation 
status. Make sure to check all 
relevant state and provincial laws 
before planning a frog leg dinner 
from your next ADC frog job!  n
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JACK AMMERMAN
5104 Woodstock Drive n Swartz Creek, MI 48473

 From the toolbox

thiS ain’t no baby wiPe!

While taking inventory of 
the floorboard of the 
front passenger side, I 

see that today must have been a 
busy day. Actually, the last week 
has been very busy and this 
is the second time that I have 
“cleaned house.” I see several 
paper sacks, each one with one 
or two crumpled pieces of paper 
inside, an opened catsup package 
or two, and a full complement of 
extra napkins. I don’t like eating 
on the run, but you have to make 
hay while the sun shines and 
it’s certainly been shining lately! 
For the longest time, one of my 
stand-by staples in the cab of my 
truck has been a package of baby 
wipes. These soft, sweet smelling, 
moist towelettes have rubbed the 
grime off my hands many times 
before I have plunged into a 
value meal cheeseburger. They 
do pretty well, but considering the 
type of business that we are in, I 
must admit that sometimes that 
burger is joined with the aroma of 
the squirrel paste that I recently 
smeared onto a trap pan. The 
smart thing would be to always 
use nitrile gloves. Unfortunately, 
that usually requires one extra 
ladder round trip - down and then 
up again - and many times, I have 
simply used a bare finger rather 
than expend the time and energy. 
If I can get almost half of the dirt 
off my hands, and I can cradle 
the burger so it never leaves the 
protective paper wrapping unless 
it is being bitten, I figured I was 

doing pretty good.
 At the 2013 SHOT Show 
(shooting, hunting, outdoor, 
tradeshow) in Las Vegas, I 
discovered a product that has 
changed my on-the-road 50% 
hygienic habits. The product is 
called GRIME BOSS. These are 
hand wipes, but they are obviously 
not baby wipes! The first thing you 
will notice is the size. The hand 
wipes are over 8 inches wide and 
over 9 ¾ of an inch long! One side 
of the Grime Boss Hand Wipe is 
smooth, but the other side is unlike 
any baby wipe you will ever find. 
This side is texturized almost to 
the point of feeling abrasive. You 
can scrub hard with this side and 
the dirt starts coming right off your 
hands! The packages that were 
given to me are unscented which 
works great for me. As much as 
I like fragrances, my hands don’t 
need to smell like an opened 
bottle of baby powder.
 The Grime Boss hand wipes 
are strong. They feel like cloth, 
but they aren’t exactly cloth. It 
certainly isn’t paper! Let’s just say 
that I wouldn’t want a shirt made 
out of the material that they use for 
their product. A Grime Boss hand 
wipe will tear if you try REALLY 
HARD. I have yet to rip one while 
grinding on the top layer of skin 
off my fingers when I have some 
caulk that has dried on me. 
 The resealable package keeps 
the Grime Boss wipes from drying 
out, although I did intentionally 
leave one open to test the 

evaporation rate. After a week, I 
gave up and closed the package 
up. They were still very moist and 
usable. The sales representative 
for Grime Boss told me that if I 
ever had a package dry out, that 
I should simply reconstitute the 
package by adding water. The way 
the wipes are packaged though, 
assures that they will remain 
moist for you. There is a hard 
plastic locking “door” that hides 
an access hole. This moisture lock 
lid gets opened first, and then a 
piece of self-sealing plastic must 
be peeled back to expose the 
wipes.  While I’m talking about 
the packaging, I should tell you 
that the Grime Boss hand wipes 
are presented in either a manly 
looking Real Tree® camouflage 
package or a black and yellow, “all 
business” looking container.
 The Grime Boss hand wipes 
don’t contain any harsh chemicals, 
and I’m told that the moisture is 
simply a mild soap mixed with 
water. The way these things clean 
my hands though, one might think 
they had something like paint 
thinner in them! (They do boast 
that their product contains aloe 
and vitamin E 9 for soft skin.) I 
think it’s too late in the game for 
me on the soft skin thing!
 I can get a package of 30 
Grime Boss hand wipes for less 
than five dollars (A pack of 60 can 
be had for about eight dollars) at 
The Home Depot, AutoZone, or 
Wal-Mart. These are stores near 
me. You probably have a selection 
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of stores near you that carry them 
as well. If you have any doubts, a 
quick internet search will turn up 
vendors near you as well as direct 
sales from Grime Boss. I imagine 
that it’s only a matter of time before 
some of the more popular Wildlife 
Control Supply businesses start 
selling them. They are perfect for 
jobs like ours!
 I am so impressed with these 
hand cleaners that I just had to 
show a good friend of mine. He 
is in the wildlife control business 

also and he made a great point 
about these wipes. “If I put these 
on my trucks, I’m afraid that the 
guys would go through them like 
hotcakes. That would be quite an 
expenditure.” He gave an example 
of how quick a box of contractor 
bags empties when they are 
provided, with no cost concerns to 
the actual technician. That gave 
me food for thought, as it is a very 
valid concern. I have spent some 

time pondering that, and although 
this is an expense – one that isn’t 
bringing in a single dime, I think it 
would be more than fair to provide 
a package of sixty Grime Boss 
wipes each month during the busy 
season. If they get used up early, 
then the technician is no worse off 
than he was without them. If they 
don’t get used up, there is always 
the option of the thirty pack! I’d just 
make it clear that these are on a 
trial basis and you, as a business 
owner, can make a more informed 

decision after a couple of months. 
One thing is for sure, there will be 
some clean hands in your driver 
seats! 
 The other day, I was helping 
my son with a couple of cage 
traps. All of a sudden, he had one 
of those looks on his face that told 
me that something was definitely 
not right. “What’s the matter?” I 
asked. His facial expression did 
not change. Slowly he rose up 

his right hand and revealed a 
brown smudge, covering the top 
of his thumb and traveling to the 
back side of his hand. Whether 
you call it feces, crap, droppings, 
or excrement, the natural human 
reaction just doesn’t change when 
you get some of it on your hand. 
I laughed (I had to!) and headed 
toward the truck. I brought back 
the package of Grime Boss wipes 
and he quickly and efficiently 
cleaned himself off. I handed him 
one wipe and it seemed to do 

the trick. I handed him another 
clean one, just for safe measure. I 
estimated that it would take three 
of the wipes, but he was all clean 
with just two. We went on with our 
work.
 Give these hand wipes a try. 
I know that once you have tried 
one, you will not feel good about 
a quick mobile scrub if you have 
used anything else.  n



16 n WCT

www.facebook.com/WCTGroupInc

 in the SPotlight

21St annual wct inStructional Seminar

I’d like to start by thanking all of 
the attendees, presenters, and 
exhibitors from the 21st Annual 

WCT Instructional Seminar held 
October 30 & 31st, 2014 in Lexing-
ton, Kentucky. The WCT seminars 
are well known in the industry as 
top notch learning events and this 
year’s seminar was no exception.
 I’d specifically like to thank 
Tomahawk and Fur Takers of 
America for sponsoring this event. 
Additionally, I’d also like to thank 
all of the sponsors and exhibitors 
that donated items to our draw-
ings and raffle.
 Although attendance was a 
bit lower than anticipated, we 
still had a very good turnout with 
a good experience mix between 
operators. As usual, there was 
also plenty of networking time for 
attendees to ask questions and 
share their knowledge with each 
other outside of the presentations. 
For those that missed it, here is a 
quick recap of the presentations.
 The seminar was started off 

by Keynote speaker, Joe Caudell, 
Ph.D., from Murray State Univer-
sity with a presentation on pro-
fessionalism in the wildlife control 
field. Issue’s he discussed includ-
ed defining professionalism, how 
to get the private industry recog-
nized as professional in the wildlife 
damage control field, and compe-
tition issues between government 
agencies and private industry. Of 
course, this last portion of the pre-

sentation lead to a healthy debate 
that continued in the hallway for 
the next couple of hours.
 Next, Stacy Gibbons, a Certi-
fied Paramedic, gave tips on how 
to be prepared for misadventures 
on the job site and why it is so 
important to know what potential 
exposures to wildlife diseases op-
erators put themselves at risk to.
 Chad Soard of the Kentucky 
Fish and Wildlife Department did a 
very enlightening presentation on 
one of the upcoming issues fac-
ing wildlife control operators, feral 
hogs. Chad has a knack for taking 
complicated issues and making 
them so even I can understand 
what is being said while he shared 
a lot of his personal experiences.
 Rich Daniotti from Wildlife 
Control Services presented on re-
moval of raccoons from chimneys. 
Rich has more than 30 years of 
experience dealing with these 
chimney invaders and has devel-
oped special equipment to help 
with the removal process.
 The first day afternoon was 
started off by Jason Grimm, The 
Bat Pro. Jason discussed prob-
lems with ventilation systems on 
structures wildlife can exploit and 

Attendees at the 21st Annual WCT Instructional Seminar
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showed enough repair pictures to 
make us all think he’s part moun-
tain goat.
 Following Jason was Bill 
Christman, writer of WCT Maga-
zine’s Bill’s Corner. Bill presented 
on what to look at and consider 
when selling your company. As 
Bill showed, in most cases there 
is a lot more to it than just coming 
up with a number.
 Ron Jones from ACP Wildlife 
Control ended the first day cover-
ing his six phases of gray squirrel 
control. It was obvious that Ron is 
part squirrel as he covered biolo-
gy, habits, and effective removal 
techniques during his presenta-
tion.
 Day two started with the only 
other person I know who attended 
college for a zoology degree, Paul 
Osborne, of All Creatures Wild-
life Services. Paul has a series of 
training DVDs available and pre-
sented his system for performing 
wildlife inspections.
 Mike Hurley from AD Solutions 
then presented on how to market 
your services effectively by using 
the Internet. Mike covered several 
advertising strategies wildlife con-
trol operators can use for finding 
and retaining clients.
 Mike Page of Above & Beyond 
Wildlife Control covered how to 
make repairs to areas on a build-
ing damaged by wildlife. Mike is 
a former sheet metal worker who 
has been doing wildlife control 
for more than 20 years. Using his 
knowledge and skills, Mike gave 
a live demonstration on how to 
properly form metal to use in the 
repair process.
 Darcy Alkerton with Nuisance 
Wildlife Control gave an eye open-
ing presentation on how quickly 
and easily one’s business can go 
from bust to boom and visa versa, 
the effects this can have on one, 
and how he deal with the stress 
it causes. Darcy also did a great 
presentation during the Round 

Table on using the Belisle Foot 
Snare. 
 Next on the docket was Ron 
Peters from Wildlife Patrol on 
dealing with free ranging felines. 
Ron showed the equipment he 
uses along with some tips and 
tricks for dealing with what can be 
a finicky animal to remove.
 John Pearson from All Paws 
Wildlife Removal then discussed 
the ins and outs operators can 
face when dealing with skunks. 
John covered equipment, entry 
points, exclusion, and of course 
odor control.
 Organization of the work truck 
is something almost all of us deal 
with on an ongoing basis. Ray 

Hartley with Intrepid Wildlife Con-
trol covered how he organizes his 
truck, products he uses to help 
keep it organized, and several 
ways he uses his truck in his mar-
keting campaign.
 The seminar ended with Gary 
DePalma from Nuisance Wildlife 
Specialists discussing how op-
erators can include feral animals 
in their service options. Living in 
Florida, Gary has to work with 
more than a couple species that 
most of us would never consider 
a problem. Yet, Gary showed that 
in the right conditions, almost any 
animal can turn in to a nuisance 
animal and be controlled.  n

Rich Daniotti presenting on removal of raccoons from chimneys
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Prairie dog management
 by Hunter Bodenchuk

Prairie dogs are found in 12 
western states and perhaps 
no other wildland pest spe-

cies creates more controversy. 
Ranchers seem to hate prairie 
dogs because of the damage they 
cause to grazing lands. Environ-
mentalists seem to hold prairie 
dogs in the highest esteem, citing 
benefits to the ecosystem, biodi-
versity and endangered species 
which depend on the prairie dog. 
And where there is controversy, 
there is a place for the wildlife 
damage management profession-
al.

THE SPECIES
 There are actually four species 
of prairie dogs in the continental 
US and another in Mexico. In the 
US, the black-tailed prairie dog 
(Cynomys ludovicianus) has the 
widest distribution and probably 
causes the most damage. Black-
tailed prairie dogs were once for-
mally considered for listing un-
der the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA- more on that later), but as 
of this writing are removed from 
the candidate list. Black-tailed 
prairie dogs are the eastern-most 
species of prairie dogs, occupy-
ing the Great Plains from south-
ern Canada to Texas east of the 
Rocky Mountains. Recent moni-

toring indicates about 2.4 million 
acres of black-tailed prairie dogs 
with densities of 5-20 individuals 
per acre.
 The white-tailed prairie dog 
(C. leucurus) is found in inter-
mountain basins from northern 
Colorado and Utah through Wyo-
ming and into southern Montana. 
White-tails live in high desert con-
ditions among the sagebrush and 
grasslands and are found at lower 
densities than black-tails, perhaps 
2-8 individuals per acre. Still there 
are over 3.8 million acres of white-
tailed prairie dogs in the 4 states.
 The Gunnison’s prairie dog (C. 
gunnisoni) is located in the 4-Cor-
ners states of Utah (southeast of 
the Colorado River), Arizona, Col-
orado and New Mexico. Gunni-
son’s appear very similar to white-
tails and in many areas, they 
occupy the same desert habitat. 
Gunnison’s prairie dogs can live 
at higher elevations however and 
often hibernate in late summer or 
early fall if conditions are harsh. 
There are only about 300,000 
acres of Gunnison’s prairie dogs 
mapped and monitored but this 
estimate does not include Native 
American Reservations, which oc-
cupy vast areas within the range 
of the species. Gunnison’s prairie 
dogs are currently a candidate for 
listing under the ESA. 
 The fourth species, the Utah 
prairie dog (C. parvidens) has the 
most limited distribution, existing 
only in south central and south-
east Utah. The Utah prairie dog is 
virtually indistinguishable from the 
white-tailed species, and in plac-
es, their range is only 40 miles 
apart. 

BIOLOGY AND LEGAL CONSID-
ERATIONS
 Prairie dogs are burrowing, di-

urnal rodents which rely on open 
space and deep soils. They con-
sume whatever range plants grow 
in their colonies, but prefer grass-
es over weeds. Prairie dogs also 
clip vegetation to a very short 
height to aid in predator detection. 
While scientists debate the impact 
of prairie dogs for grazing animals, 
there can be little debate about 
their impact to plants within their 
towns. Prairie dogs overgraze 
rangeland. Their contribution to 
biodiversity, in fact, is based on 
this principle. By reducing plant 
cover and productivity, they cre-
ate islands within the rangeland 
where other species can prosper.
 Prairie dogs live in social col-
onies of related animals. They 
breed once each year in the 
spring and produce a single litter 
of 3-8 “pups,” which emerge from 
the burrow about the middle of 
May. Prairie dogs disperse from 
their family home range, but often 
it is the adults which colonize new 
areas at the edge of the town. 
 While prairie dogs have been 
reduced over the past century by 
land conversion and direct efforts 
to eliminate them, the greatest 

Black-tailed prairie dog standing 
guard.

Black-tailed prairie dog.
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threat to prairie dogs is sylvat-
ic plague. Plague is caused by a 
bacterium, Yersinia pestis, which 
is the same bacterium that caus-
es bubonic plague in people and 
caused the “black death” out-
breaks in Europe. Plague is not 
native to the US, but was intro-
duced on ships on the west coast 
and has spread to every state 
west of the 100th Meridian. Plague 
is fatal to prairie dogs, apparently 
causing near 100% mortality in an 
epizootic. Plague can be spread 
by nose-to-nose contact, but the 
disease is so fatal to prairie dogs, 
they seldom live long enough to 
spread it. Instead, fleas, which 
feed on infected prairie dogs, 
spread the disease to others as 
the disease progresses in a town. 
 While the ESA is considered 
the “bulldog of environmental law,” 
the threat of listing has not helped 
prairie dogs. Many landowners will 
tolerate some prairie dogs, only 
requesting control when towns 
get too large or drought otherwise 
limits grazing. However, every 
time someone proposes listing a 
prairie dog species, requests for 
control increase. It seems land-
owners are willing to tolerate prai-
rie dogs more than they are willing 
to tolerate an endangered species 
on their land. Conservation in re-
verse.
 Additionally, prairie dogs and 
their towns are critical habitat for 
another ESA listed species- the 
black-footed ferret. Ferrets live ex-

clusively in prairie dog towns, rely 
on their burrows for protection and 
feed almost exclusively on prairie 
dogs. Despite decades of looking, 
there are no known remnant pop-
ulations of ferrets in the wild. All 
ferrets now existing in the wild are 
the result of reintroductions from a 
captive breeding program. There 
are 17 such populations now in 
the US, with additional reintroduc-
tions occurring every year.
 Even when listed under the 
ESA, there may be provisions for 
management included in the list-
ing. Species listed as “threatened” 
can have a special rule, known as 
a 4D rule (after the section in the 
act), which allows for control mea-
sures to minimize damage. A 4D 
rule exists which allow landown-
ers in the range of the Utah prairie 
dog to manage some damage to 
irrigated crops.

MANAGEMENT
 Because of the dual image of 
prairie dogs, the management of 
prairie dogs often takes an almost 
schizophrenic approach of control 
on one side of the fence and pro-
tection on the other. Control can 
take many forms, but the most 
common involves the use of 2% 
zinc phosphide grain bait. Prairie 
dogs can best be baited in the fall 
when they seek carbohydrates 
before hibernation. At this time of 
year, there are few green plants to 
compete with bait for acceptance. 
According to the label (and an ab-
solute necessity for success), an 
applicator must pre-bait with clean 
whole oats one to three days be-
fore applying the treated bait. Do 
not put bait where prebait has not 
been removed or if the prebait 
is not accepted. One teaspoon 
of prebait (4 grams) is scattered 
over about one square foot near 
the mouth of each active burrow. 
Zinc phosphide can be expected 
to be 70-80% effective. 
 Another lethal option is to fu-

migate the burrow with an alu-
minum phosphide product. Fol-
lowing the label, 2-4 tablets are 
rolled down each burrow, which 
is then sealed with a plug of soil. 
In practice, I use a short piece 
of PVC inserted into the burrow 
through which I roll the tablets. 
This gets them well below the soil 
plug where they can produce the 
lethal phosphine gas which kills 
the prairie dog. I also find it much 
easier to get a good soil seal if a 
wad of newspaper is inserted into 
the burrow before plugging it with 
soil. The very first money I ever 
earned as a kid was from helping 
an older farmer conducting prairie 
dog control this way. Because oth-
er wildlife will also be killed by the 
gas, it is critical that you be able 
to identify and avoid burrows oc-
cupied by burrowing owls or other 
protected wildlife. While aluminum 

phosphide is 90%+ effective, it is 
labor intensive.
 Shooting, where safely done, 
can reduce populations and limit 
growth, but will not eliminate prai-
rie dogs. While some landowners 
will want prairie dogs completely 
removed, shooting can reduce 

 Continued on page 26

A black-tailed prairie dog burrow.

Treated bait is scattered outside the 
burrow entrance.
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As winter approaches and 
bat conflicts become more 
frequent for homeowners, 

two questions are always asked. 
The first question is when bat 
exclusions should stop and the 
second question is whether it is 
ethical to do bat exclusions in the 
winter time. Hopefully, this article 
will shed some light on this contro-
versial topic.
 I’ll start by saying that the fol-
lowing statements are my opinion, 
not documented scientific fact. 
However, my opinion is based on 
a combination of person experi-
ence, review of bat research, re-
view of multiple states laws and 
regulations regarding bats, and 
in-depth discussions with bat re-
searchers. Before going any fur-
ther, it is important that readers 
understand that I do not adhere to 
the philosophy that just because 
there is a bat in the house that the 
homeowner needs to invest in a 
bat exclusion program. 
 I know a lot of readers will 
think this belief is leaving a lot of 

“money on the table”; however, as 
the hired professional I firmly be-
lieve in giving my honest opinion 
of the conflict which may or may 
not include recommending bat ex-
clusion services. 
 This is similar to going to the 
doctor for a sinus infection and 
being told you need rhinoplasty. 
This may be the correct diagnosis 
for some patients with addition-
al issues like a deviated septum, 
but it sure is not necessary for the 
majority of people that experience 
a sinus infection. For those that 
have attended by bat manage-
ment classes they have heard me 
state this over and over. Instead, I 
refer to this business practice as  
building a 5 year customer base.
 Regardless of what species is 
causing the problem, if you treat 
a prospect the way you would like 
to be treated, the chances of you 
being contacted to resolve future 
wildlife conflicts for them and their 
friends increases dynamically re-
gardless if you sold the job or not. 
In a field where we are constant-

ly looking for new clients, having 
trust and rapport with a client re-
lates to money in the bank. You 
achieve this rapport using several 
techniques. First, you must hon-
estly care about the problem the 
client is having. Second, forget 
about the short-term and focus on 
the long-term (which is what bat 
exclusion work is). Third, be hon-
est with your analysis of the prob-
lem. Fourth, do what you said you 
would do. I guarantee that these 4 
steps will separate you from your 
competitors.
 Now that I’ve listed my dis-
claimers and some personal be-
liefs, let’s get going on these 
questions starting with “When 
should bat exclusions stop.”
 My first answer is never. I firmly 
believe that bat exclusions should 
have no “black-out” or “time-lim-
its.” This doesn’t mean that I be-
lieve bat exclusion should be 
performed on a maternity colony 
while the pups are still dependent 
on the adult females, but rather 
that each conflict situation is dif-
ferent and that it is the operator’s 
responsibility to have the knowl-
edge and skills to know when and 
how work should progress. 
 Unfortunately, a good number 
of regulatory agencies have not 
embraced this opinion. Instead, 
they have gone the other way and 
passed laws and regulations pre-
venting bat work, regardless of 
roost type, during certain times 
of the year. Two distinct problems 
arise from this. 
 First, it makes the home-
owner or business feel like they 
must “take matters into their own 
hands.” This isn’t good for the 
bats nor is it good for our indus-
try. Second, the laws tend to be 

 Continued on page 22

wintertime bat excluSionS
 by Eric Arnold

When possible, look under insulation for bats. 
Several bats were hibernating under this one piece of insulation.

www.facebook.com/WCTGroupInc


JANUARY - FEBRUARY n 21

www.wctmagazine.com

SPECIALTY PASTE BAITS

Note: All paste baits come in 6 oz. plastic jars(enough for 15-20 sets)

 Sweet Tooth (raccoon) Honey Gland (skunk & raccoon)

 Chuckster (woodchuck) Squirrel Paste (Squirrel & gopher)

 Very Berry Loganberry (raccoon) Golden Maze (raccoon & skunk)

 Tuti Fruit (raccoon) Checita (raccoon & skunk)

 Big Time (raccoon) Bacon (raccoon, skunk, opossum)

 Raspberry (raccoon & opossum) Anise Paste (raccoon)

 Bacon & Cheese (opossum, raccoon, skunk) Strawberry (raccoon)

 Apple (raccoon, woodchuck, muskrat)

All paste baits: $5.50 each; 2 jars-$9.75; 6 jars-$28.00;
12 jars-$54.00; 1 Gallon $60.00

Mix and Match!
None of these baits will catch cats!!

COON SB
Throughout the past year we have had fantastic results with this
product. This lure has a very unique odor that is super attractive to
raccoons while minimizing the capture of domestic cats. Many pro-
fessionals have switched to this lure for those trap shy raccoons
with excellent results. Give this stuff a try! We are sure you will be
satisfied with its results.
1oz....$3.00..4oz.....$10.00..16oz.....$22.00

LIQUID GRUBS
Anyone who has been involved in this industry for any length of time knows
how frustrating it is to try and capture a skunk while they are destroying a
clients yard looking for grubs. I believe this product will drastically change
your success ratio when trapping both grubbing and roaming skunks. This
lure is not to be trailed into the trap. Place about a tablespoon at the back of
the trap forcing the skunk to cross the pan to reach the lure. Give it a try, you
will be more than satisfied!
1oz.....$3.00..4oz.....$10.00..16oz.....$22.00..6oz jar.....$5.50

ROB ERICKSON'S
ON TARGET A.D.C.
P.O. Box 95, Cortland, IL 60112
Phone & Fax (815) 286-3073

email/wctech@ix.netcom.com web http://www.wctech.com/

ON TARGET carries a full line of damage control baits and lures, many containing oils and essences from around the world!
Our lures and baits are tested and proven on our own trapline, under every possible condition, in different parts of the country, to
insure the results are the same nationwide. Because of this extensive testing, we are able to offer you the best products money can
buy.

By popular demand!!!
   WE NOW OFFER PASTE
  AND AGED BAITS BY THE

       GALLON!

Baits by the gallon!!!

RACCOON EVICTION LIQUID:  For that mission impossible.
If you intend to be or have been in this business for any length of
time, there will be a time when, in the spring of the year, you en-
counter a female raccoon that has had young in your client's attic.
You have caught the female and located the young, but they are in
a spot in the house that will require you to rent a bulldozer to tear
down the house to retrieve those young! This is not a feasible
option! In these cases the only option is to release the female and
try to harass her to move the young, either to a more accessible
location that you can retrieve them or out of the dwelling com-
pletely. Don't waste your time on radio's and moth balls. About one
ounce of this product will make the female remove her family from
the dwelling in no more than 48 hours. It almost always works on
the first night but has not taken over two days yet. You must enter
the attic to apply this liquid. Place the liquid on a tennis ball, then
screw the ball to a large nylon piece of rope. Toss the ball in those
hard to reach places near the den and retrieve. Do this in every
spot of the attic except near the exit hole. In two days mark the hole
to make sure there is no activity. Then seal up the hole. I hate to
leave a job without the animal, but there are some situations you
just can't control.

1oz.....$10.00..4oz.....$35.00..16oz.....$120.00

AGED ANIMAL BATES IN 1 pt. Plastic Jars
$8.00 each $48.00 gallon

 Shellfish Bait Fermented Egg Flesh
 Chicken Flesh Bait Garganzola Flesh
 Clam & Shrimp Fish & Honey Flesh
 Chicken & Fish Flesh Tripple Treat Flesh Bait

Follow Wildlife Control Expert Rob Erickson as
he guides you through groundbreaking odorless
skunk control methods never before shared with
the public. With over 10,000 skunks to his credit,
Erickson is the undisputed national expert in
urban odorless skunk removal. Innovative Skunk
Control describes in clear detail how to deal with

skunks in all possible urban situations.  Includes removal methods for skunks dam-
aging lawns by digging for grubs, skunks trapped in window wells and inside build-
ings, and skunks roaming the neighborhood. Stopping skunk grubbing damage on
golf courses and commercial properties is described at length. The book also includes
a recipe for skunk odor removal, and a description of skunk
 biology and behavior.

SHIPPING: $50.00 AND UNDER $5.00, $100.00 AND UNDER $8.00,
 $100.00 AND OVER $10.00

VISA AND MASTERCARD, AMERICAN
EXPRESS

 & DISCCOVER ACCEPTED

ROB  ERICKSON'S
INNOVATIVE SKUNK
CONTROL BOOK
$15.95 + $3.95 shipping

INNOVATIVE
SKUNK CONTROL

By Rob Erickson
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http://www.wctmagazine.com
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enforced on the wildlife control in-
dustry only. In terms of the num-
ber of wildlife control companies 
versus home repair, siding, gutter, 
roofing, and handyman compa-
nies out there, we’re just a blip on 
the radar screen. 
 To illustrate my point, on su-
perpages.com a search for home 
improvement in Medina, Ohio 
gives a result of 145 listings while 
a search for wildlife control in Me-
dina, Ohio gives a whopping 37 
listings. This is almost a ratio of 
4:1 in an area with 11,000 homes. 
Change the search criteria to 
Cleveland, Ohio and you get 1007 
home improvement listings and 
only 239 wildlife control listings. 
Keep in mind that this is just one 
of many advertising mediums out 

there but hopefully everyone can 
see what I’m referring to.
 My second answer is really a 
question, “How is bat exclusion 
defined in your work area?” While 
this may seem like a common 
sense answer, the reality is that it 
isn’t. Some areas have bat exclu-
sion defined as removal of a sin-
gle bat from the structure (regard-
less of method used) while others 
have no definition at all. In order 
to have common ground through 
the US and Canada, I recommend 
to refer to bat exclusion as the in-
stallation of any device mounted 
for the purpose of allowing a bat 
to exit the structure under its own 
power while preventing it from re-
entering the structure. 
 By not naming specific devic-
es, operators are able to use or 
construct the best exclusion de-
vice for the situation at hand. Also, 

this definition places no restric-
tions on when sealing of cracks 
and other openings on the struc-
ture can occur.
 My third answer is to look at 
the location where the bat ex-
clusion will be performed. A bat 
conflict in November will have 
different criteria when it happens 
in Ontario compared to Cincin-
nati which will be different from 
New Orleans. Likewise, a conflict 
in Charlotte will be different from 
a conflict in Phoenix. There is a 
documented migration and hiber-
nation timeframe throughout the 
US and Canada so knowing when 
these timeframes are in terms of 
the service area is very import-
ant. This leads us into the second 
question, “Is it ethical to do winter 
bat exclusions?”
 Like most things in life, wheth-
er something is ethical or not is 
based on personal belief and 
values. So I like to change this 
question and rephrase it as “Can 
ethical winter bat exclusions be 
performed?” To this question, my 
answer is yes. To understand my 
answer, let’s take a look at why 
winter bat exclusion is controver-
sial in the first place.
 Dead bats are always the per-
ceived problem with winter bat 
exclusions, regardless if this is 
correct or not. With bat conserva-
tion being a hot button topic these 
days, our industry needs to look 
at these perceived problems and 
address them. In the past, com-
panies have performed winter bat 
exclusions where either the bats 
were sealed inside of the struc-
ture, captured, removed, and re-
leased outside of the structure, or 
exclusion devices were installed 
so bats can exit with the uninten-
tional result of the bats not being 
able to find new suitable habitat to 
survive the winter. These are all 
valid concerns that operators need 

 Continued from page 20
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This workshop will cover capture equipment, strategies, techniques and baiting 
principles for body gripping traps, cage traps, foothold traps, and specialty traps 
like the Collarum® through a mix of hands-on experience and classroom lecture 
for urban, suburban, and rural environments when dealing with beaver, coyote, 
raccoon, skunk, and squirrels.

$250/person 
Registration includes classroom handouts, hands-on equipment use and lunch both days.

Note: Hotel Information will be given to registered participants only.
Class Size Is Limited To 30 Attendees

SPecial oFFer: regiSter by march 30th, 2015 and receive 
the wct State aSSociation Partner rate oF 

$200/PerSon.

intereSted in wildliFe control worK?
Join uS For

an introduction to wildliFe control
aPril 18-19, 2015
Summerville, Sc

http://www.wctmagazine.com
http://www.wctmagazine.com
http://www.wctmagazine.com/training.htm
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WCT is a bimonthly maga-
zine committed to serv-
ing Wildlife Control Oper-

ators (WCOs) actively involved in 
the wildlife damage control field. 
Our goals are to provide practical 
operating information, promote 
education, professionalism, and a 
professional image, provide com-
munication within the field, and 
help resolve human and animal 
conflicts with respect for the needs 
of both.

SUBMISSION DEADLINES

 Jan/Feb Issue ............. Nov 5
 Mar/Apr Issue ............. Jan 5
 May/Jun Issue ............ Mar 5
 Jul/Aug Issue ............. May 5
 Sep/Oct Issue ............ Jul 5
 Nov/Dec Issue ........... Sep 5

TOPICS
 We’re looking for articles on all 
aspects of wildlife damage con-
trol work. Our primary need is for 
specific, practical information that 
our readers can apply to their own 
businesses. We are always look-
ing for how-to methods articles on 
trapping, removal, or other con-
trol techniques for all nuisance 
species, from raccoon, skunk and 
beaver to mole, bat, pigeon, alliga-
tor, and any other problem wildlife 
along with how to repair and pre-
vent damage caused by nuisance 
species.
 Proper equipment selection 
and use (traps, attractants, ve-
hicles, etc.) treating animals hu-
manely, relocation, disposing of 
carcasses, add-ons such as chim-
ney caps, exclusion work, and oth-
er nuts-and-bolts aspects of con-
trol work are all good topics. We 
also want natural history topics, 
such as coyote territorial behav-

ior, skunk home range size, or any 
other animal behavior information 
that will increase the understand-
ing and effectiveness of the wild-
life control operator.
 We need business-related ar-
ticles too, on topics like getting 
a business started, advertising 
and locating clients, pricing jobs, 
obtaining insurance, keeping re-
cords, dealing with the IRS, and 
any other information that will help 
increase profit.
 Other good topics are public 
relations, being professional and 
presenting a professional image, 
educating clients, dealing with ani-
mal welfare issues, and relating to 
Fish and Game departments, mu-
nicipalities and the press.
 Our regular departments are 
focused on specific areas (for ex-
ample, Species Profile), and are 
written by contributing editors. 
However, this does not mean we 
won’t use more articles in these 
same areas.
 If you have an idea for an arti-
cle but aren’t sure about it, it’s best 
to contact me by e-mail at editor@
wctmagazine.com so we can fine-
tune your approach, and avoid du-
plicating articles we already have. 
For example, I might already have 
two articles on raccoon trapping 
and may not need another for a 
while. Or if your topic is marketing, 
we might focus it on your service 
area. Usually when a writer and I 
brainstorm together on a topic, we 
can come up with some excellent 
approaches.

ARTICLE GUIDELINES
 Articles can be almost any 
length; however, the shortest we 
print is around 500 words while the 
longest are around 2,500 words. A 
good rule of thumb for a feature ar-

ticle is to be around 1,200 to 1,500 
words. If the information is coming 
easily don’t stop until you have it 
all down, regardless of length.
 Aside from feature articles, 
we also have a need for short-
er pieces from 500 to 800 words, 
describing a brief incident or con-
taining an interesting fact or useful 
tip. And we’re always looking for 
short, humorous pieces.
 Detailed, tightly focused, in-
depth treatment of one subject is 
better than a general discussion 
of a broad topic. “Selecting Prop-
er Trail Locations for Woodchuck 
Cage Traps in Urban Situations” is 
better than “Cage Trapping Wood-
chucks.”
 Be as specific as possible. 
Avoid vague statements like, “Put 
the trap in a good trail near the 
den.” What exactly is a good trail? 
What type of terrain features or 
vegetation help you identify it as 
such? What type and size trap is 
best? How is it positioned? And 
exactly how far from the den? In-
clude as much specific detail as 
possible. It is easier to edit out ex-
tra material than have to ask you 
for more information to fill a topic 
out.
 If you mention certain prod-
ucts, companies, books, Internet 
resources etc., be sure to include 
information on how to contact 
those resources. Our readers run 
businesses and may want to learn 
more about the product or topic of 
your article.
 A good way to find out about 
our topic needs and preferred writ-
ing styles is to read a back issue of 
the magazine. I’d be glad to look at 
reprints, articles that have already 
been published in other maga-
zines you still own the rights to, if 
the topic is wildlife damage control 
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related.

PHOTO GUIDELINES
 Although photos and illustra-
tions aren’t essential if the article 
contains good information, they 
help greatly. When taking photos 
yourself, take plenty, from different 
distances and angles. I routinely 
shoot one horizontal (landscape) 
and one vertical (portrait) view of 
each shot. It’s common to shoot 30 
or more shots for one article and 
find only a handful useable, with 
only one or two excellent. Send all 
available quality photos as it gives 
me a selection.
 Sketches and diagrams help 
too. If you’re not an artist, we can 
redo them for you. Digital photos 
are preferred provided they are 
of good size and resolution. It is 
almost impossible to print a pho-
to taken from a cell phone unless 
the phone settings have been 
changed so try to use a regular 
digital camera instead set in high 
JPG mode. A 5 megapixel camera 
is adequate for article photos but 
cover shots should be done with 
an 8 megapixel or higher camera 
in portrait format with a resolution 
of 300 dpi at 11 x 17. Send digital 
photos to me as JPEG files, by at-
tachment to an e-mail message, or 
on a disk.
 When submitted with an ar-
ticle, photos are purchased as 
part of the package. Send disks, 
large digital files, print photos, and 
drawings by U.S. Postal Service to 
our business address. I highly rec-
ommend Priority Mail with delivery 
confirmation – the stiff cardboard 
envelopes protect photos and 
disks, Priority Mail gets here much 
faster, and it’s good to know when 
it was delivered.

SUBMISSION GUIDELINES
 We prefer articles submitted 
electronically to editor@wctmaga-
zine.com, in a Windows compati-
ble file or text file (Microsoft Word 

is best). Send the article as an at-
tachment to the email message. 
If you don’t have email, you can 
save the article on a disk and mail 
it to me. When writing in a com-
puter word processing program, 
type single-spaced. Do not use the 
block paragraph style (no indenta-
tion, with double spacing between 
paragraphs). Rather, end the para-
graph by hitting the “enter” key 
and indenting the beginning of the 
next paragraph. (Many programs 
automatically indent when you hit 
“enter.”) This is the way the text 
will appear in the magazine, and 
it saves having to manually chang-
ing the block style to the normal 
style.
 Also, there is no need to insert 
two spaces between the end of 
one sentence and the beginning of 
the next. This is the old typewriter 
style, and I have to manually de-
lete the extra space.
 Occasionally I get an article 
typed all in capital letters or has 
no capitalization or formatting (this 
commonly happens when using 
a speech recognition program). 
Please do not do this, as it means 
the entire article has to be manual-
ly retyped if accepted.
 Make sure your name and ad-
dress are included with the article 
so we need to know where to mail 
your check. If you would like your 
disks or print photos returned, 
please include a prepaid return 
envelope with your original sub-
missions.
 Except for regular contributors, 
I will respond to you after I have 
received and reviewed the article. 
At that time I will either offer sug-
gestions to improve it, decline it, or 
make an offer based on the infor-
mation contained in the Payment 
section below. Articles are only run 
after you, the writer, have agreed 
to the terms and conditions.

PAYMENT
 We pay from $25 for short piec-

es to $250 for full-length feature 
articles with good photo support 
with submissions for the Family& 
Friends column being the excep-
tion. Topic, article length, photo 
support, quality of information, and 
amount of time I have to spend 
editing it all determine the price. 
All new writers will have to return 
a W9 sent with your payment to 
have any future articles accept for 
that year.
 We buy All Rights, which 
means we have the write to pub-
lish the work or photograph in print 
and electronical media including 
any reprints. Please note that sub-
missions for the Friends & Fami-
ly column are accepted under the 
ALL Rights terms. 
 We pay $50 for cover photos 
and $15 for photos used inside to 
support another’s article. Good 
pictures of animals, and peo-
ple actively doing wildlife control 
work, are always needed. Cover 
photos need to be shot in a ver-
tical manner to fit the entire 8 ½ x 
11 cover. There are a lot of good 
people in this field who can talk for 
hours about their area of exper-
tise, yet they feel they can’t write 
well enough to submit an article on 
it. Please don’t let that stop you. 
Write the article as if you were 
talking casually to another wildlife 
control operator.
 Do the best you can, but don’t 
let concern about perfect spelling, 
punctuation, or writing style pre-
vent you from writing. I’ll edit and 
correct your article. Our primary 
need is for good information. If you 
think you have something valuable 
to share with other wildlife control 
operators, we want to hear about 
it.
 Please feel free to contact me 
if you have any questions at all. 
I’m always looking for articles, and 
I’m always willing to talk writing, 
and wildlife damage control.  n
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populations (and damage) about 
60%. Landowners may also charge 
for shooting, which can offset the 
damage prairie dogs cause and, 
ironically, serve to keep prairie 
dog densities low enough to avoid 
plague outbreaks. 
 Other methods exist. One in-
novative company has invented 
a high volume vacuum which lit-
erally sucks prairie dogs out of 
their burrow into a padded hold-
ing area. These prairie dogs can 
be relocated and this is popular 
in Colorado, where development 
threatens prairie dogs. Prairie 
dogs can be live trapped in cage 
traps baited with “sweet feed”, a 
premixed combination of grain 
and molasses designed for hors-
es. Prebaiting with traps wired 
open is necessary, and the tech-
nique works best when natural 
feed is diminished in the fall.
 Other non-lethal control meth-
ods have been tried with little ef-
fect. Prairie dogs may be fenced 
out of an area, but only by bury-
ing a fence 3’ in the ground. Sight 
barriers may work in the short run, 
but they are difficult to maintain in 
windy prairie conditions. Raptor 
perches may eliminate small pop-
ulations, but they are ineffective 
on large towns. 
 On the other side of the coin, 
management can include dusting 
for fleas to control plague vectors. 
Four grams of Delta Dust ®, a 

deltamethrin product, is pumped 
into the burrow with a special ap-
plicator wand and the prairie dogs 
self-apply the dust when they en-
ter and exit the burrow. The prod-
uct has been effective in prevent-
ing epizootic outbreaks.

PRACTICAL CONSIDERATIONS
 Regardless of the method 
you choose, prairie dog manage-
ment can be a profitable side-
line. Because of the nature of the 
business, it is highly seasonal, 
with dusting conducted only in 
the spring and control mainly in 
the fall (fumigants may be used 
year-round). Special equipment 
includes ATV’s for large projects, 
PPE for toxicant use and dust ap-
plicators for dusting. Regardless 
of the type of applicator you use, 
the rough conditions rolling over 
the prairie will wear the equipment 
out and breakdowns are common. 
 All zinc phosphide and alu-
minum phosphide products are 
restricted-use chemicals and re-
quire a commercial applicators 
license. If your state requires in-
surance, not many companies are 
familiar with vertebrate pesticides 
and acquiring insurance may be 
difficult.
 Pricing prairie dog control proj-
ects can be difficult. If using zinc 
phosphide, you must cover the 
area twice- once when prebait-

ing and again when baiting. While 
black-tailed prairie dogs are easi-
ly found and mapped, determining 
the actual density within the town 
is more important than the num-
ber of acres to be treated. It takes 
twice as long (and uses twice as 
much grain) to treat 20 acres with 
20 burrows per acre as it does the 
same size area at 10 burrows per 
acre. Gunnison’s and white-tails 
are even harder to guess density. 
At low densities, you may spend 
more time just locating burrows. 
 One simple way to price the 
project is by the acre and many 
landowners understand this pro-
cess. You can take your handheld 
GPS unit and drive the perimeter 
of the town to be treated with the 
“track log feature” on to create an 
accurate outline of the town. You 
may then download that image into 
a GIS database which will easily 
calculate the acreage. I suggest 
you do this before agreeing to any 
project, so both you and the land-
owner know the actual size and 
costs before you start. A figure of 
$25 an acre in black-tail country is 
competitive for both grain baiting 
and dusting in the current market. 
Live trapping and relocation will 
undoubtedly be more expensive 
and should be priced by the indi-
vidual prairie dog captured.
 While prairie dogs will con-
tinue to be the center of contro-
versy, wildlife control operators 
can expect opportunities to work 
both sides of the conflict for better 
management of a pest species.  n
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High quality oats are a required
prebait. Zinc Phosphide treated rolled oat bait.
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Finding the right insurance program just got easier.
That’s The Silver Lining.

This specialized program comes from West Bend Mutual Insurance 
Company, a company focused on providing the right insurance coverage 
for critter control operations.
West Bend provides
	 •	Great	pricing;
	 •	Exceptional	coverage;
	 •	Convenient	payment	options;	and
	 •	Experienced	claims	professionals.
Your business is unique and deserves specialized attention. Let us tailor 
the coverage for the specific services you provide.
For more information, or to request a quote, contact:

Bob & Sons Insurance Agency  •  (260) 726-3718
141 E. Main St.  •  Portland, IN 47371  •  bobandsons@embarqmail.com

This program is available in Wisconsin, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, 
Minnesota, Ohio, Kentucky, Missouri, Michigan, and Kansas.
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One of the tools that is be-
coming more popular with 
wildlife control operators 

are air rifles. There are many 
times when using a trap to capture 
a problem animal is not efficient, 
not possible, or too costly for the 
client. At times like these, the only 
solution may be to use a lethal 
capture tool and air rifles fit the bill 
nicely.
 Before purchasing an air rifle 
for wildlife control, make sure it 
is legal to use. Some states have 
specific animals and calibers air 
rifles are allowed for while other 
states have no rules at all. Addi-
tionally, some municipalities may 
not allow air rifle usage. Cases I 
know of with this issue are munici-
palities that are listed as bird sanc-
tuaries (these generally provide 
protection to pigeons, European 
starlings, and house sparrows de-
spite them having no protection 
with the Migratory Bird Treaty Act) 
or they have rules that prohibit any 
device that propels an object to-
wards an animal with intent to in-

jure or kill. When issues like these 
occur, special permission can be 
requested for their usage from the 
governing authority. Remember, 
regardless if permission is given 
or not, it is always the responsibil-

ity of the operator to know and fol-
low the laws in their service area.
 With all of the different types 
of air rifles available on the mar-
ket, which ones are best for wild-
life control work? If you ask this 
question to 10 air rifle enthusiasts, 
you’ll most likely get 10 different 
answers. Answers will depend on 
shot distance, muzzle energy, cal-
iber, velocity, accuracy, pellet se-
lection, power plant, and animals 
it will be used on. For instance, 
an air rifle for birds in box stores 
will have different criteria than one 
used to take deer. 
 Recently, I asked this very 
question to Jim Chapman at the 
2014 Pyramyd Air Cup. Jim is 
one of the foremost experts in 
regards to hunting with air rifles. 
He has hunted with them all over 
the world taking everything from 
birds and rabbits in the States to 
African plains game. Additionally 
Jim writes and air rifle column for 
Predator Xtreme magazine and 
has had air rifle articles published 
in Fur-Fish-Game, Airgun Shoot-

er, and Airgun Hobbyist, is a reg-
ular on American Airgunner, con-
tributes the Afield on Airguns blog 
for Airguns of Arizona, and runs 
the website www.americanair-
gunhunter.com that is dedicated 

to hunting with air rifles.
 It came as no surprise when 
Jim calmly replied that everyone 
is talking about velocity these 
days but the number one condi-
tion for choosing an air rifle should 
be being able to consistently hit 
the animal where it needs hit. To 
borrow from Tom Gaylord (known 
as “The Godfather of Airguns™”) 
who writes a blog for Pyramyd Air, 
air riles lack the velocity to gen-
erate hydrostatic shock unlike 
centerfire rifles when an animal is 
hit. While air rifles are more than 
capable for taking down game of 
many different sizes, shots placed 
to the heart and lung area require 
time for the shot to be effective. 
I’ll be discussing calibers, shot 
placement and pellet selection for 
operators in later articles so I’m 
going to skip these for now.
 When discussing air rifles, it is 
important to understand that they 
are categorized by their power-
plants. Powerplants are the de-
vices that allow the air or CO2 to 
move the pellet down the barrel. 
Basically, there are 5 distinct types 
of powerplants each with their 
own pros and cons. These are the 
spring/gas piston (springers), sin-
gle-stroke pneumatic, CO2, multi-
stroke pneumatic, and precharged 
pneumatic (PCP).
 Springers – As the name im-
plies, the spring-piston air rifle 
uses a chamber with a bushing 
and spring behind it to provide the 
air power for the pellet. These air 
rifles have a lever that pushes the 
bushing a short distance down the 
chamber drawing air into it while 
compressing the spring. When the 
trigger is pulled, the spring is re-
leased forcing the piston forward 
forcing the air out of the chamber 
and into the barrel. A newer type 

an introduction to air riFleS
 by Eric Arnold

Benjamin Trail NP2 with synthetic stock and scope in .22. 
An excellent air rifle starter rifle for wildlife control.

www.facebook.com/WCTGroupInc


JANUARY - FEBRUARY n 29

www.wctmagazine.com

of piston is available on some 
spring-piston air rifles called the 
gas-piston. This device works in 
much the same manner except 
that the spring has been replaced 
by a gas filled chamber with a 
movable ram. When the air rifle is 
cocked, the lever forces the ram 
into the gas filled chamber put-
ting it under tension. As with the 
spring-piston, air is forced into the 
barrel by movement of the cham-
ber and ram.
 There are three types of 
springers available (breakbarrel, 
underbarrel, sidebarrel) catego-
rized by how the lever is engaged 
to compress the spring or ram and 
to the best of my knowledge are 
all single shot air rifles. Probably 

the most recognized springer is 
the breakbarrel. To use the break-

barrel, pull 
down on the 
barrel to cock 
the air rifle 
and insert a 
pellet into the 
barrel. Once 
the barrel 
is closed, 
the air rifle 
is ready to 
shoot. For 
the under-
barrel, a le-

ver underneath the barrel must be 
pulled down in order to cock the 
air rifle. A pellet is then loaded into 
the barrel while the cocking lever is 
held in the down position. After the 
pellet is loaded, return the cock-
ing lever to its position below the 
barrel to make the air rifle ready 
to shoot. The sidebarrel springer 
has a lever in the stock that must 
be pulled down to cock the air ri-
fle. To load the pellet, place your 
right arm over the cocking lever 
and insert a pellet into the bar-
rel. Returning the cocking lever to 
its resting position completes the 
loading process.
 On the pro side, springers 
are very economical to shoot 
with most requiring no additional 
equipment aside from pellets.
 On the con side, springers are 
difficult to shoot because of the 
bidirectional recoil they produce 
due to the air being forced out 
of the chamber and the spring or 
ram recoiling against the air rifle. 
Gas-piston air rifles do not pro-
duce as much recoil but it still is 
very noticeable. The recoil is so 
hard that they are known for ru-
ining rifle scopes and may require 
special scope stops. Other prob-
lems include the spring potentially 
losing power over time or a prob-
lem with how the gas-piston was 
made which can require costly re-
pairs.
 Single-stroke Pneumatic – 
This style of air rifle uses a cham-

ber of air that is filled with a single 
stroke of the mechanism. If more 
than one stroke is applied, the 
chamber releases any air previ-
ously drawn into it replacing that 
air with the most current stroke. 
These air rifles can be single shot 
or repeaters and are commonly 
used in 10-meter matches. 
 On the con side, these air ri-
fles tend to lose power quickly 
with most having to be shot within 
several minutes of being cocked.
 On the pro side, they have no 
recoil.

 CO2 – Unlike other air rifles, 
CO2 air rifles use compressed 
carbon dioxide (CO2) to propel 
the pellet. CO2 air rifles can use 
special cartridges or they can 
have a reservoir that needs filled 
from a bulk tank.
 On the pro side, they are easy 
to cock, have almost no recoil, 
and have a relatively low noise 
volume.
 On the con side, CO2 per-
formance can change based on 
temperature. When it gets cold, 
the gas does not expand as much 
causing a drop in velocity. When 
the temperature is hot, the gas 
may be under too much pressure 
from expansion and shot faster.
 Multi-stroke Pneumatic – 
When most people think of air ri-
fles, they think of the multi-stroke 
pneumatic. These air rifles require 
2 – 10 strokes of the pumping 

 Continued on page  30

3 Stage High Compression Air Pump 
for Benjamin PCP Air guns

Marauder PCP Air Pistol in .22 with removable stock

 8 shot Marauder Pistol Rotary Clip
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mechanism, usually the forearm, 
to draw and compress air into 
the reservoir. When the trigger is 
pulled, air is released through a 
valve into the barrel to propel the 
pellet.
 On the con side, these air ri-
fles require that the reservoir be 
refilled after each shot with the 
pump mechanism.
 On the pro side, velocity of the 
pellet and noise are controlled by 
the number of stokes performed 
with the pump mechanism. These 
air rifles also have almost no re-
coil.
 PCP – While some think of 
these air rifles as the new kids on 
the block, they have actually been 
around since sometime in the 15 
century. The Austrian army had 
approximately 1500 PCP air ri-
fles (the Girandoni) from the late 
1700’s to the early 1800’s and 
even Lewis and Clark used them 
on their expedition. 
 These air rifles have a reser-
voir of compressed air but they 
operate at much higher pressures 
from 1500 to 3500 psi. Each time 
the trigger is pulled, a portion of 
the compressed air is released 
into the barrel by a value. This 
system allows for a set number of 
shots to occur before the reservoir 
needs to be pressurized again. 
They come in a variety of calibers 
that range from .177 all the way 
.50.
 On the pro side, these air rifles 
allow for quick follow up shots, 
are very easy to shoot, and offer 

both consistency and accuracy of 
shots.
 On the con side, they tend to 
be more expensive than most of 
the other powerplant models and 
require a multitude of additional 
equipment to fill the reservoir and 
load the pellet into the barrel.
 For most operators that will 
be doing limited shooting in a 
suburban environment, it’s hard 
not to recommend a breakbarrel 
gas-piston air rifle like the Ben-
jamin Trail NP2. These air rifles 
are very affordable, require no 
additional equipment to use, have 
good accuracy out to 20+ yards 
and will last for years. 
 However, wildlife control 
shooting is precision shooting, 
especially in urban areas. Many 
jobs may require multiple shots 
out to 40+ yards on multiple tar-
gets rather quickly. Unlike air rifle 
hunting where you can hit the ani-
mal in the lung and heart area and 
wait for it to bleed out, most wild-
life control work requires that the 
animal drop in its tracks. In other 
words, this means wildlife control 

work requires head shots be taken 
on a frequent basis. This requires 
an air rifle that is capable of tight 
groups on a consistent basis. For 
these situations, the PCP air rifle 
is the rifle of choice.
 Before recommending any 
specific air rifles, I want to go 
through what I consider to be 
the required and recommended 
equipment for PCP shooting. 

Required Equipment:
 Safety glasses
 Air rifle/pistol   
 Scope/Red Dot
 Scope mount
 Hand pump
 Loading shelf
 Extra Magazine

Recommended Equipment:
 Chronograph
 Degassing tool
 High Pressure fill tank

 As you can see, PCP shooting 
requires a lot more initial equip-
ment than a simple breakbarrel 
air rifle. Note that in many cases, 
my “required” equipment does not 
come with the air rifle unless it is 
a package deal. I’ve listed hand 
pump as a required item simple 
because it is a guaranteed meth-
od of filling the PCP reservoir. If 
you’re wondering why I listed 
a chronograph for recommend 

 Continued from page 29

Marauder Rifle .25  with Synthetic Stock and Rotary Magazine

Pressure gauge on the Marauder Pistol
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Squirrels belong to the order 
Rodentia and to the fami-
ly Sciuridae, along with the 

other tree squirrels, chipmunks, 
marmots, ground squirrels and 
prairie dogs. In North America, 
we have a single genus, which in-
cludes two species, the northern 

flying squirrel (Glaucomys sabri-
nus) and the southern flying squir-
rel (G. volans). The combined 
ranges of these two forest dwell-
ing tree squirrels covers about half 
the country—only being absent 
from much of the mid and far west 
and in particular the southwest.
 Flying squirrels rank relative-
ly low as nuisance or economic 
pests in most parts of the country 
and this is evidenced by the fact 

that they are almost never includ-
ed as a separate listing in verte-
brate pest control compilations. 
If discussed at all, they are just 
included with the other tree squir-
rels—with limited coverage.
 WCOs do, however, occasion-
ally encounter flying squirrel prob-

lems, and often it is by chance 
when expecting the problem in an 
attic to be a gray or red squirrel. 
Being nearly entirely nocturnal, 
flying squirrels are rarely seen 
and are, hence, not given much 
thought until surprisingly they turn 
up in a trap set for another spe-
cies. In wooded or forested areas 
these small flying squirrels may be 
responsible for stealing bait from 
traps set for other rodent species, 

but unless you have a camera set 
up to record the event, the thief 
may remain a mystery.
 Flying squirrels are less like-
ly to enter dwellings to nest or 
to seek shelter than are the red, 
gray, or fox tree squirrels, but it 
does happen. In forested areas 

where they are plentiful they may 
enter attics or gain entry through 
uncapped or poorly capped chim-
neys. Mountain vacation cabins 
are particularly susceptible to 
such invasions. Abandoned wood-
pecker holes in outbuildings may 
be taken over by cavity nesting 
flying squirrels.
 Flying squirrels, because of 

 Continued on page 32
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their small size, are prone to en-
ter bird houses to feed on eggs 
and nestlings. They may take up 
residency in the bird house; the 
bluebird houses seem especially 
vulnerable. Flying squirrels may 
make nightly visits to backyard 
bird feeders where they rely on 
bird seed as a significant food re-
source. Back packers and camp-
ers have reported pilfering of their 
food stores by flying squirrels.
 In the northeast they may be-
come a nuisance in maple syrup 
production because of their fond-
ness for sweets. However, when 
compared with red squirrels, fly-
ing squirrels are relatively minor 
in importance to that industry.
 Flying squirrels are not true 
fliers but are very accomplished 
gliders. Best known for this abil-
ity they can glide long distances 
between trees. Flying squirrels 
are easily recognized as they pos-
sess a gliding kind of membrane 
(a fur covered fold of skin) which 
stretches between the fore- and 
hind limbs on each side of the 
body. When they leap from a high 
tree with legs stretched out, this 
gliding membrane, called a pata-
gium, gives them aerodynamics 
resembling that of a hang glider 
and permits the squirrel to glide 
significant distances to a lower 
tree.
 The patagium is attached at 
the wrist by a scimitar-shaped car-
tilage and the muscles within the 
membrane strengthen its edges—
assisting in forming the airfoil. Its 
broad flat tail is believed to provide 
lift as well as serving as a stabiliz-
er and rudder while in flight. Glid-
ing distances vary considerably 
but commonly range from 40 to 80 
feet but may be extended to one 
hundred and fifty feet or more.
 Flying squirrels are the small-
est of our tree squirrels. They 
have large dark eyes, longer than 

normal whiskers (vibrissae) and 
ears that are larger in proportion 
to the head than other tree squir-
rels. Their fur is dense and soft. 
It is such an interesting and cute 
little animal that in some regions 
the southern flying squirrel is kept 
as a night-time active pet.
 These gregarious and social 
little squirrels are rarely seen; 
however, their night time feed-
ing and traveling activities may 
be heard. If out a night, once in 
a while you may get a momentary 
glimpse of one in flight but usual-
ly you only hear the thump when 
they land from a glide.
 Flying squirrels produce high 
pitched sounds similar to certain 
bird calls and are sometime mis-
taken for night active birds. The 
northern flying squirrels have a 
slightly lower in tone call than the 
southern flying squirrel.
 Like other tree squirrels, they 
do not hibernate but may remain 
inactive for days in extreme in-
clement weather. Both species 
are nocturnal in habits with peak 
activity shortly after dark and just 
prior to dawn. Their diets are sim-
ilar and both forage for food in 
trees and on the ground. Food 
storage is often in trees—in holes 
and cavities and beneath the 
bark. Some of their methods of 
storing food are quite characteris-
tic of flying squirrels. The southern 
may store food in its nest and the 
northern sometimes cache food in 
a pile at the base of a nest tree. 
Because they cache food in cen-
tral locations, they are considered 
“larder” hoarders as opposed to 
“scatter” hoarders as is common 
with other tree squirrels.
 Except for their size, the two 
species are similar in appearance 
with subtle differences in color-
ation. Their diets and reproduc-
tive habits are fairly comparable. 
The differences between the two 
species relate mostly to their geo-
graphic ranges and habitats occu-

pied, which have little bearing on 
their management as a natural re-
source or as a nuisance pest.
 The southern flying squirrel, 
the smaller of the two species, oc-
cupies most of the eastern United 
States with the exception of some 
of the northeastern New England 
states and the lower tip of Flori-
da. They are gray, light brown to 
brown in color with white to cream 
under parts. A black ring sur-
rounds the eyes. Its total length is 
8 to 10 inches, which includes its 
tail of 3 to 5 inches. They weigh 
1-1/2 to 3 oz.
 Their preferred habitats are 
deciduous forests of oak, hickory, 
beech, maple and mixed decidu-
ous conifer forests. This species 
is more typically found at lower 
elevations. They are sometimes 
common in wooded urban parks 
and residential areas. The diet 
consists of acorns, nuts, berries, 
buds and fruits. Small vertebrates, 
bird’s eggs, carrion and a range of 
beetles, moths, and other insects 
are also taken. Flying squirrels are 
said to be the most carnivorous of 
all out tree squirrels.
 The southern flying squirrel 
has litters of 2 to 3 young and may 
produce two litters a year. Often 
active in pairs, they may range in 
density from 1 to 5 per acre. In the 
winter they are known to at times 
congregate in groups with up to 
several dozen occupying a single 
nest at the same time. This seems 
unique to flying squirrels and has 
not been reported for other spe-
cies of tree squirrels.
 The northern flying squirrel 
distribution range extends from 
eastern Alaska throughout much 
of Canada. It includes the moun-
tainous regions of the Pacific coast 
states, the Rocky Mountains, up-
per Great Lakes from Minnesota 
east to Maine and down into the 
Appalachian range. The distri-
bution ranges of the two species 
overlap somewhat—mainly in the 
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Great Lakes region. 
 Several subspecies of the 
northern flying squirrels that thrive 
in isolated areas of high-elevation 
forests in the Appalachian Moun-
tains are considered endangered. 
These include the Carolina and 
the Virginia northern flying squir-
rels.
 The northern flying squirrels 
are generally shades of brown 
in coloration with lighter to white 
under parts. The northern flying 
squirrel can be distinguished from 
the southern by its larger size, 
longer fur, ventral hair that is gray 
at the base as opposed to nearly 
white, and a tail that is darker near 
its tip. The gliding membrane on 
both species has a dark outside 
border. The two species are not 
all that different in coloration and 
it may be hard to tell them apart 
in the field based on coloration 
alone. They have a total length of 
10 to 13 inches, which includes a 
tail length of 5 to 6 inches. Their 
weight ranges from 2-1/2 oz. to 5 
oz.
 As a tree loving species, they 
have a preference for conifer for-
est from sea level to 6,000 ft. but 
may be found much higher. They 
also inhabit mixed forests of de-
ciduous and conifer species and 
mixed woodlands. Often seem 
most abundant near open water—
streams, marshes, and lakes. The 
habitats used by the northern tree 
squirrel vary more widely because 
of their much broader geograph-
ic distribution and encompassing 
habitats. They are considered 
more of a high altitude species.
 Their diets consist of acorns, 
nuts, seed, berries, lichens, fungi, 
birds, fruit, insects, bird’s eggs, 
small animals and carrion.
 They prefer to nest in tree 
cavities but may also make nests 
within a group of tightly clustered 
branches. These conical nests 
constructed of twigs and leaves 
may resemble those of a gray 

squirrel but are much smaller. The 
young are born in the spring with 2 
to 5 offspring. A second litter may 
be produced in late summer.
 Legal Status varies with the 
state. They are protected in many 
states but in some they may be 
taken without a permit when found 
to be doing damage. Check with 
your state game officials before 
taking action.

CONTROL MEASURE
 Preventive measures rely on 
exclusion, that is “block them out” 
from buildings. Squirrel proof-
ing bird houses and feeders are 
helpful where this is of concern. 
Because of their small size, fly-
ing squirrels can enter buildings 
through small openings, which 
make finding entry points more 
difficult to locate.
 The process of excluding fly-
ing squirrels from buildings is the 
same as is used to restrict other 

tree squirrels and commensal rats 
and house mice.
 Area repellents are sometimes 
suggested as a solution to keep-
ing tree squirrels out of attics and 
taste repellents are suggested as 
an addition to bird seed to repel 
the thieving squirrels. Repellents, 
however, do not have a good 
case history when it comes to 
tree squirrels. They are expensive 
and few ever come close to liv-
ing up to their advertised claims. 
The polybutenes sticky repellents, 
likewise, are rarely of much use in 
tree squirrel management.
 Trapping is the most employed 
control method, using live-catch 
cage or box traps. Where legal 
and desirable, kill trapping may be 
accomplished with the use of ordi-
nary rat-size wooden based snap 
traps. Those with the expanded 
plastic treadles work the best. The 
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Hundreds upon hundreds of 
videos are uploaded daily 
to YouTube and other vid-

eo based Internet sites. Some are 
amateur movies while others are 
more professional. So how do you 
make your video stand out from 
the crowd? Here are a few tips to 
follow that allow your film to be 
much more than an ama-
teur YouTube video.

1. The first thing to do 
before you even pick up 
a camera is to plan your 
video. If you were to hire 
a professional videogra-
pher, most would script 
and storyboard the video 
for you. These processes 
helps with making sure 
you are both on the same 
page with the video. 
Each shot and line would 
planned a head of time 
allowing for the purpose 
of the video to be seen 
clearly by the audience 
once the video is done. 
But you can do a simpler 
version of this. First, you 
will want to have a clear 
idea of the purpose of 
your film. Are you making 
a video on how to catch a raccoon 
or are you making a video that 
explores the differences between 
different types of bait? No matter 
what it is about, you need to write 
down a rough idea of what you will 
be discussing and videotaping in 
the video. This will help keep the 
main idea of the video together 
and will keep you from straying 
too far off topic. There are plen-
ty of videos floating around the 
web with no clear rhyme or rea-
son, these videos are soon forgot-
ten and never looked at again. By 
planning your shot, you make it 

so that people will remember why 
you made this video and this will 
keep it from becoming just anoth-
er video on the Internet.

2. The very first rule of filming 
to follow is to always use a tripod. 
This may seem like an unimport-
ant aspect when filming but it is, in 
fact, what will set apart a profes-

sional from an amateur. By using 
a tripod, you will be able to get a 
clean, steady shot of your subject. 
If you are filming a worker setting 
up a trap, you want the shot to be 
steady so that your viewer can 
see what they are doing. Without 
a tripod, you run the risk of cre-
ating a shaky and unclear image 
and it can cause your audience to 
feel a whiplash type affect by the 
constant moving image. Now that 
you have a steady shot, you will 
be able to do the next step in mak-
ing your video more professional, 
white balance.

3. White balancing a camera is 
when you force the camera to see 
what your eyes are seeing, mak-
ing the video look much more nat-
ural. A lot of cameras have an au-
tomatic white balance set in them 
but that doesn’t always help when 
you are out under a bright sun. De-
pending on what type of camera 

you have, a DSLR, a 
camcorder, or tape 
camera, decides how 
you will have to white 
balance. Make sure 
to use your manual 
to find out what but-
ton you may have to 
press in order to white 
balance. Once you 
discover how to do 
this with your camera, 
all you have to do is 
place a piece of plain 
white paper in front 
of your camera (so 
that it fills the frame 
in your viewfinder) 
under the light that 
you are filming under. 
We’ll go back to be-
ing outside under the 
sun, when you have 
put your camera on 

the tripod and are getting ready to 
shoot; this is when you white bal-
ance. The reason behind this is 
because that is the light that the 
camera is reading at the moment. 
If you white balance while you are 
inside and then take the camera 
outside, you will see on your view-
finder that the image looks either 
blue or orange. This is because 
you now have a different light the 
camera is seeing than before. So 
make sure to white balance only 
when you are about to begin film-
ing to avoid an unnatural look on 
your video. Now you are almost 

maKing your videoS Stand out
 by Natasha Arnold

5 Tips for
Making a BeTTer

Wildlife ConTrol Video

1) Plan the Video
2) Get a Tripod
3) White Balance
4) Framing
5) Composition
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ready to begin filming a profes-
sional looking video. All that is left 
to do is to understand framing and 
composition.

The next two steps go hand in 
hand when filming. In order to have 
a professional video you must pay 
attention to what is inside your 
shot and how it is framed. 

4. When framing your subject, 
whether it is a person explaining 
traps or an animal, you want to 
think of the rule of thirds. Imag-
ine that on your viewfinder there 
is a grid separating the screen 
into three equal sections (check 
your manual as on some cam-
eras there is an option to pull up 
this grid). Let’s say you’re filming 
a person discussing traps that is 
standing up with a trap on their 
right side. As you look through the 
viewfinder, position them  so that 
the person would be bisected by 
the imaginary gridline on the view-
finder’s right side. When framed in 
this manner, the audience will be 
able to see both the person and 
the trap. Then you just want to 
make sure that you are not cutting 
their head off in the shot and that 
you can clearly see the trap on 
their right. By following the rule of 
thirds, however slightly, it produc-
es a more appealing picture to the 
viewer, because in their minds the 
shot looks correct. If you have a 
shot of the same person, with the 
top of their head cut off and stand-
ing in the middle of the screen, the 
audience sees an awkward and 
unprofessional image. 

5. Now that we have the per-
son framed, we must look for 
and remove any distracting back-
ground objects such as limbs 
growing out of them, a roof line 
running through their neck or any 
other distracting objects. This is 
known as composition. Let’s say 
that there is a small tree in the 
background and you have placed 
them right in front of it. If you look 
at your viewfinder, does it look like 

branches are growing out of their 
head or body? If so, move them, 
or reposition your shot. When an 
audience sees something like this 
it once again produces an unpro-
fessional shot and it becomes a 
little laughable and distracting 
because the audience becomes 
more focused on how many tree 
branches the person has in their 
head than what they are actually 
discussing. After following all of 
these simple rules, you are now 
able to begin filming.

To recap, planning a video to 
make sure you stay on topic and 
have a clear purpose running 
through it that the audience will 
understand will allow you to create 
a well thought out video. Making 
sure to use a tripod so that your 
shots are steady will set you above 
those who never use a tripod and 
get very little views because their 
audience can’t stand the constant 
shaking. White balancing your 
camera before filming will allow 
your audience to see the colors 
that you were seeing and give it 
a realistic look instead of having 
your entire video be in a strange 
blue tint. Paying close attention to 
how you frame your subjects and 
what is in their background will al-
low you to create a pleasing im-
age for your audience which will 
allow them to focus even more on 
what is being discussed. 

Following each of these rules 
will help you to create a much 

more professional looking film 
while keeping your audience fo-
cused on the message you want 
to deliver.  n

Editor’s Note: Natasha Arnold has 
been studying digital media pro-
duction since 2012. With her part-
ner Lily Peters, they won the Gold 
Medal in Digital Cinema Produc-
tion at the 2014 Skills USA Ohio 
competition and placed fourth at 
the 2014 Skills USA National com-
petition that was featured on Mike 
Rowe’s show “Someone’s Got To 
Do It” on CNN. Natasha is cur-
rently attending Ashland Univer-
sity pursuing a bachelor’s degree 
in Digital Media Production and 
works as the WCT Group video 
editor/producer.
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newer plastic squeeze-to-set type 
rat traps such as Bell Laboratories 
T-Rex or Catchmaster’s Easy Set 
Rat Snap Trap are also effective 
and are faster to set. Traps can 
be secured with a nail to a stud, 
beam or wooden base or tied with 
a string or wire to keep them from 
being dragged out-of-sight. When 
setting snap traps out-of-doors, 
trap covers should be used to re-
duce the take of non-targets.
 The initial trap catch will be 
enhanced by first prebaiting for 
several days with the snap traps 
unset or with the doors of cage 
traps propped open. A wide va-
riety of baits have made the list, 
which includes nuts, nut meats, 
corn, sunflower seed, bird seed, 
peanut butter, and pieces of can-
dy. Remember these are small an-
imals and very little bait is need-
ed, especially where used to lead 
up to the trap.
 Keep in mind their small size 
and light weight when trapping fly-
ing squirrels, both live-catch and 
kill type must be set very sensi-
tive. Live-catch cage type traps 
should be of a mesh size no larger 
than ½ x 1 inch with minimal gaps 
around the closed door to prevent 

squeeze-through escapes of the 
adults and young. The single-door 
Tomahawk rigid No. 201 (5 x 5 
x 16 inches) fits these specifica-
tions.
 Multiple-catch or repeating 
type cage traps placed with a cone 
over an attic entrance hole are 
often employed with flying squir-
rels—just as they are used for 
other tree squirrels. Keep in mind 
that you might possibly have one 
of those winter nests containing 
multiple squirrels. Tomahawk has 
available three sizes of repeating 
traps to select from. It is better to 
use too many traps than too few.
 Cage trap fatalities involving 
flying squirrels have been reported 
and can be overcome by providing 
trap covers, adding pieces of bur-
lap or cotton batting for warmth to 
the traps and/or the inclusion of a 
supply of food.
 Some states require that tree 
squirrels be released or relocated 
to another site. Minimal relocation 
distances of two to three miles are 
often suggested for tree squirrels.
 While foothold, tunnel, and 
body-gripping conibear traps are 
used effectively for taking the larg-
er species of tree squirrels, there 
are very few situations where they 
can be effectively used for the 
much smaller sized flying squir-

rels.
 Glue boards will catch flying 
squirrels but I do not suggest their 
use because of the appearance of 
entrapped animals, which opens 
the door to criticism and is not 
good for public relations.
 Shooting, even where legal, is 
rarely a solution because of the 
flying squirrel’s nocturnal habits.

HEALTH CONCERNS
 Flying squirrels, like other tree 
squirrels, may be infested with a 
variety of internal and external 
parasites—including fleas, ticks, 
mites, and lice. If a squirrel infes-
tation has been present in an at-
tic or elsewhere in a dwelling for 
some time, ectoparasite control 
may be needed following the re-
moval of tree squirrels to prevent 
their spread to other parts of the 
home.
 Flying squirrels often establish 
close by latrine areas, which over 
time become smelly and, if with-
in a dwelling, will require cleanup 
following the removal of the squir-
rels.
 Tree squirrels are known to be 
capable of transmitting a number 
of rodent-borne diseases to hu-
mans but are not considered a 
major threat to public health. In 
more recent studies, flying squir-
rels were found to host a sucking 
louse capable of transmitting ty-
phus rickettsia, however, the pub-
lic health significance in presently 
unclear.
 Do not handle flying squirrels 
without gloves and practice good 
personal hygiene.  n

REFERENCE
Wilson, D.E. and S. Ruff, 1999. 
The Smithsonian Book of North 
American Mammals. Smithsonian 
Institutional Press, Washington, 
D.C. 240 pp.
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16th ANNUAL NORTHEAST WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT 
SEMINAR

March 27th and 28th 2015 

Embassy Suites
Syracuse, NY 

-2015 Schedule-

Sponsorships and Vendor Space Still Available 

Friday 27th

Registration and Vendor Setup, 8am-12pm 
Lunch on your own, 1pm-1pm 
NWCOA Bat Certification, 1pm-4pm 
Evening Reception with Vendors, 5:30pm-7pm 

Saturday 28th

Registration, 7:00am-8:00am 

Coffee with Vendors, 7:00am-8:00am   

General Sessions, 8:00am-10:00am 

Refreshment Break w/ Vendors, 10:00am-10:30am 

General Sessions, 10:30 am-12:00pm 

Lunch /Keynote Speaker, 12:00pm-1:30pm 

General Sessions, 1:30pm-3:00pm 

Refreshment Break w/ Vendors, 3:00pm-3:30 

General Sessions, 3:30pm-5:00pm 

Tentative Topics 
NWCOA Bat Certification, Falconry a New Tool, 
Business Development, Goose Control/roundups,  Air 
guns for nuisance wildlife control, Ask the Pros panel 
Q&A, Cable restraints for nuisance control , Nuisance 
Beaver in urban settings,  

 And Much More!!! 

Qualifies For Pesticide & 
NWCOA Credits 

Registration Fee: 

Pre-registration by Mar 15th: $150 
Late registration or at the door: $200 

Fee Includes: Course Materials, Refreshment Breaks, 
Friday Night Reception, and Saturday Buffet Lunch  

Embassy Suites Room Rate -$96.00/Night 
Book by 3/4/2015 

Group Code: NYS WILDLIFE 
Call to Book: 315-446-3200 

For more info: 
Visit our Website: 

www.NYSWMA.org 

Make Checks payable to : 
NYSWMA - 5721 Middle Road - Munnsville, NY 13409 

MORE INFORMATION CONTACT: Dale Stockton @ 
 607-648-9250, or dstockton@stny.rr.com 
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league, I will certainly do that first 
before doing business with people 
I’m not familiar with. The second 
reason is these guys are military 
guys and who better to go to for 
this type of equipment and famil-
iarity then the military! Knowing 
what I do for a living, they were 
very helpful in me picking out a 
scope that would work well for me. 
 Personally I mounted my 
TTWS medium series scope on 
my trusty Remington 22 Mag-
num as it is my go to gun for a lot 
of different things. 110 yards or 
less, this is my gun! Rob Erickson 
proved that to me years ago while 
helping me remove deer from an 
area. A well-placed 22 Magnum 
bullet will bring down even large 
animals, and I mean where they 
stand! For coyotes, it’s almost all I 
use.
 Just the other night I was hunt-
ing in an area where I was remov-
ing coyotes and I was amazed 
sitting up in the tree and noticing 
all the things that you wouldn’t 
normally be able to see even with 
the best of the best night vision 
scopes. A rabbit hopping around 
at approximately 125 yards, a 
couple of Owls talking to one an-
other in the trees, and of course 
a 40 pound coyote that I shot in 
the neck at about 60 yards that 
showed up to the call in about 10 
seconds. Now I understand it’s not 
always that fast that the predator 

shows up, but sometimes the con-
ditions seem to be just right. In to-
tal darkness, looking through that 
scope changes everything. The 
beautiful white hot image of the 
coyote is just absolutely amazing. 
Watching it on YouTube through a 
hunting video is one thing, seeing 
the actual real time image is just 
amazing. Imagine all the animals 
that you never saw? Imagine the 
ones that have held up just inside 

the tree line? Using one of these 
babies, you will never have to 
worry about that again!
 I’m sure like with everything 
else they will come up with some-
thing better, but for now it’s the 
cats#*^@ or should I say the Coy-
otes@#^*!!! Remember to always 
check with the laws in your area 
regarding equipment like this be-
fore using it.  n

              Reed - Joseph 
                     International Company

Get Ready! We’ve got you covered!
And you don’t need a license!

Reed-Joseph now offers two types of 
Bird Bangers to choose from.

The new Bird Banger 
is conveniently available 
without any licensing
requirements.

Either way...we’ve got you covered!

For licensed and 
government customers, 

the Bird Banger EXP 
can be used for 
the tougher jobs.

800.647.5554
www.reedjoseph.com

Visit our website for a full selection of cartridges, launchers, and accessories.

View through  the TTWS

http://www.reedjoseph.com
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•  Superior strength with the entire trap frame and 
doors made from ½ x 1 – 14 gauge galvanized wire, 
not just the bottom 1/3 of the trap.

•  Extra reinforcing rods added to the trap frame and 
doors provide additional strength to this already 
incredibly strong trap.

•  Sure-fire triggering system with brass roller and 
“wound-around” trigger assures nearly 100% cap-
ture rate with virtually no miss-fires.

•  “Critter-Proof” pan guard system consisting of heavy 
gauge sheet metal pans, pan stops, and ¼” pan 
guard rod.

•  Heavy-duty trigger rod with additional O-Rings to  
guard against animal damage.

Heavy Duty  
Traps for
Heavy Duty  
Jobs.

Tomahawk Multi-Purpose  
Professional Series Traps
Our Multi-Purpose Professional Trap is a positive set trap that does 
it all.  It has a unique opening in the bottom of the trap which allows 
it to be placed directly over an animal’s burrow.  It can also be flush 
mounted against a den opening in a wall or tree.  And of course, it 
can be used as a traditional scent or food bait set.

PROFESSIONALPROFESSIONALPROFESSIONAL

SERIESSERIESSERIES
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to look at and acknowledge. Once 
they have been acknowledged, 
they can then be addressed.
 The first step in any bat exclu-
sion needs to be an inspection. 
This is especially important during 
the winter timeframe. Not all bats 
will leave droppings on the walls 
or “oil” staining at entrance points 
so you need to pay even closer at-
tention to try and identify primary 
access points. Bats can uninten-
tionally be transported inside so 
make sure to ask if anything was 
recently brought into the building 
like boxes, decorations, or plants. 
Also, check any fireplaces for 
missing mortar or open dampers. 
 Normally, I don’t recommend 
looking for the bats themselves 
during an inspection, but this rec-
ommendation is reversed when 
doing a winter bat inspection. As 
most bats will have limited activity 
during winter, the normal clues for 
bats being present may be more 
difficult to find.
 This usually means inspec-
tions will take longer and need 
to be more thorough on both the 
outside and inside of the build-
ings. An often under used tool for 
determining wintertime bat pres-
ence when no bats can be found 
is the bat watch. When weather 
conditions are acceptable, a bat 
watch can answer the question if 
bats are present or not. A key to 
remember when conduction a bat 
watch is to do it 3 – 4 times over 
a 5 – 7 day period when possible, 
especially if no bats are being not-
ed. If nighttime watches are not 
possible, consider an early morn-
ing watch to look for bats returning 
to the building. Based on the find-
ings of the inspection, bat watch 
and client expectations a recom-
mendation to perform services 
can be offered if necessary.
 Wintertime services can in-
clude internal sealing of the build-

ing, external sealing of the build-
ing, and complete bat exclusion. 
Again, all of these options will 
depend on location, time of year, 
inspection results, client expec-
tations, and weather patterns. 
When performing external work, 
make sure that conditions are cor-
rect for the materials you intend 
to use. I’ve seen multiple winter 
exclusions where the product was 
placed on the vehicles dashboard 
so it could be gunned that then 
feel out of the gap, curing to the 
side of the building instead. I can-
not say this enough, just because 
the manufacture claims the prod-
uct can be used at 20 degrees 
Fahrenheit, doesn’t mean it will 
actual adhere to the structure at 
20 degrees Fahrenheit.
 If exclusion devices are to be 
installed, make sure there will 
be at least 10 days of favorable 
weather for any bats leaving the 
building to find shelter elsewhere. 
If weather conditions do not permit 
the installation of exclusion devic-
es, postpone installing them until 
spring. As weather permits, work 
on the building sealing all entranc-
es except those noted to be travel 
pathways. This approach allows 

for a quick finish in the spring, as 
all that is required to finish the job 
is to install and then remove the 
exclusion devices.
 For external work where you 
expect a delay for completion, 
consider doing a payment struc-
ture along the lines of 25% down 
payment with signing of the con-
tract, 25% payment the day work 
starts and 25% billed while waiting 
on spring. Not only does this help 
with income during the “lean” pe-
riod, but it also leaves the client 
with only a 25% balance due with 
minimal work needing performed.
 Bat conflicts can occur year 
round and rules forcing homeown-
ers to wait for a resolution gener-
ally result in the bats paying the 
price. Wildlife control operators 
need the ability to resolve these 
conflicts regardless of the time of 
year they occur. By learning bat bi-
ology and behavior in your service 
area and implementing guidelines 
like those I’ve discussed, not only 
can the health and safety of the 
homeowner and their family be 
accomplished, but these sound 
practices will also help with the 
conservation of bats.  n

 Continued from page 22

A hibernating bat wedged into a loose mortar gap in an attic. It is common to 
find bats laying on their side or belly during the winter months inside of

structures.
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Questions & Answers
Have a question on Wildlife Control work?

Email us at ask@wctmagazine.com or write us at PO Box 357, Sharon Center, OH 44274

Q: I’m having issues with squirrels 
on a client’s house. The house 
is a ranch style with T-111 siding 
and cedar shake shingles on a 
1/8 acre lot surrounded by beach 
and shaggy bark hickory trees. 
I’ve done work for the homeown-
er in the past and have removed 
both red and fox squirrels from 
the property using a combination 
of positive and baited sets.
 The issue I’m currently having 
is that the squirrels are not hitting 
the baited sets close to the access 
points nor are they going into any 
positive set I make over the holes. 
I’ve used different styles of squir-
rel traps on the positive sets from 
Fields Development Supply with 
no luck. Normally, I don’t place 
any bait in the positive sets, as 
I prefer to bait the single catch 
traps I place around the positive 
set instead. To try and draw the 
squirrels out I’ve started putting 
salted peanuts and WCS’s NB 
Squirrel bait in the positive set 
without seeing any results.
 Instead, what the squirrels 
are doing is chewing new open-
ings from the inside out to leave 
the structure. I believe I’m main-
ly dealing with red squirrels here, 
but I’ve not see the squirrels 
during the inspections and the 
homeowner keeps describing fox 
squirrels looking out of the holes 
at the traps. I am able to use lethal 
traps, but since I don’t know how 
many squirrels I’m dealing with 
and have no way of hiding any 
caught squirrels from the neigh-
bor’s sight, I’m more than hesitant 
to use them. M.S., OH.
A: It sounds like you may be deal-
ing with some very finicky reds. 
The first recommendation I have 
is to change the bait you are us-

ing. Sometimes squirrels will like 
peanuts while at other times they 
seem to ignore them entirely. If 
you have access to any of the nuts 
from the trees on the property, try 
using them in place of the peanuts 
without any additional bait odor. If 
the squirrels beat you to all of the 
nuts, try using black walnuts with 
some of the husks.
 Also, I’d recommend using a 
different style of positive set. For 
whatever reason, we’ve had is-
sues with reds and grays not want-
ing to push through the multi-catch 
doors at times. In those instances, 
we make a nosecone for a stan-
dard 5x5 cage trap from Toma-
hawk and mount it to the building 
with the Tomahawk fastened to it 
with zip ties along with putting out 
two to four traps mounted to the 
gutter or surrounding area also 
baited with the black walnuts. By 
removing the spring loaded door 
and giving a direct line of site to 
the black walnuts, we’ve had good 
success coaxing out some of the 
more difficult squirrels we’ve had 
to deal with.
 If this doesn’t work and you 
need to use lethal control using 
a square body gripping trap, you 
can do the following to hide the 
squirrels. First, make a wire cage 
(I like to use ½ by 1 wire) that is 
6 x 6 x 12 if you’re using a 110 or 
120 (4 x 4 ½ or 4 ½ x 4 ½ inch in-
side jaw spread) trap or 6 ½ x 6 ½ 
x 12 or 7 x 7 x 12 for 150 or 155 (5 
x 5 inch inside jaw spread) traps. 
(Note: these dimensions can still 
have the squirrel’s tail showing, at 
a minimum, so you may want to in-
crease the length or add a section 
as necessary especially if you’re 
doing this for gray or fox squir-
rels.) Use additional wire to make 

mounting clips and attach them to 
one of the ends of the cage. Next, 
go to the end that does not have 
the mounting clips and find the 
middle or as close as you can get, 
of the wire. Now remove that row 
of wire until you are 3 - 4 inches 
from the mounting clip end. If you 
will be using a double spring trap, 
do the same on the opposite side 
making sure the openings line up. 
Now wrap the cage in duct tape 
or cover it with cardboard making 
sure to keep the channel area(s) 
open.
 To make the set, place the 
cage over the squirrel hole and at-
tach it to the building with screws 
and washers through the mount-
ing clips.  Next, set the body grip-
ping trap and enable any safety 
devices. Being careful not to fire 
the trap, position the springs so 
they easily slide through the slots 
and position the trap an inch or 
two away from the end of the slot. 
Make sure the trap cannot get 
caught on any part of the cage 
and anchor it in place by using 
sticks, rods, or barn nails pushed 
through the top and bottom of the 
cage wire so that they go between 
the springs and the cage walls. If 
desired, you can add more tape 
to the open end of the cage to 
keep it more rigid. Once fired, the 
trap will stay inside of the cage 
with any captures keeping it hid-
den from prying eyes. When us-
ing this system I find it helpful to 
put a small piece of cedar shake 
on the “floor.” This accomplishes 
two issues, first it keeps the trap 
from getting caught in the wire 
and slowing it down and second it 
gives the squirrels something solid 
and familiar to walk on.  n 
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equipment, it’s because each PCP 
air rifle is going to have a sweet 
spot with the pressure that gives 
the best accuracy. Without a chro-
nograph to record shot data, it is 
almost impossible to see not only 
what pressure works best with 
your air rifle, but also how many 
shots can be taken before need-
ing to fill the reservoir again.
 Although manufactures seem 
to have proprietary fittings for be-
ing able to use a hand pump or fill 
tank, the good news is that con-
nectors are interchangeable and 
available for purchase so you can 
use the same fill tank with multiple 
air rifles simply by changing con-
nectors. Unfortunately, air pumps 

are not so interchangeable be-
tween manufactures.
 When looking at PCP air ri-
fles for rural, suburban, and ur-
ban work it is hard not to recom-
mend starting with the Benjamin 
Marauder’s. These air rifles are 
priced affordably, accurate, are 
extremely quiet and will give good 
results with proper shot placement 
out to 40+ yards based on caliber. 
 If you’re unsure what Maraud-
er to choose, I agree with Jim 
Chapman’s recommendation of 
the Marauder pistol. R. Arms of Il-
linois, makes a conversion kit that 
allows you to install an AR stock in 
place of the stock that comes with 
it. This converts the Marauder pis-
tol into more of a carbine making 
it very easy to carry and use. Add 

a good red dot or scope to it and 
you’re set regardless if you are in-
side of an attic removing a coon, 
inside of a box store going after 
that starling or on the corporate 
landscape removing groundhogs, 
squirrels.  n

Images copyrighted and 
provided by Crosman 
Corporation. 

Learn more about all the 
Crosman products at www.
crosman.com.

Follow Crosman on twitter 
at @CrosmanCorp and on 
facebook at www.facebook.
com/CrosmanCorp.
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